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Based in Ffoshelig near 
Carmarthen, The story of 
Ffoshelig Coaches can be 
traced back to a David Jones in 
1921. Like many operators of 
the era David initially made a 
living transporting goods with 
a mule and cart before starting 
to carry passengers in the 
years following World War 1. 
David’s Buick lorry, converted 
in 1921 so that it could also 
carry passengers, was the first 
motorised vehicle to transport 
a cow to Carmarthen Market. 
A tarpaulin roof was later 
added to provide protection 
from the weather. 

David continued to operate 
buses and lorries until 1949. 


The principal bus route 
ran from Newchurch to 
Carmarthen with vehicles 
initially carrying ‘Newchurch 
Pride’ fleetnames. With the 
introduction of pneumatic 
tyres buses were able to 
travel faster and the name 
was changed to Newchurch 
Express, later adopting the 
name Ffoshelig Coaches, 
operating from Ffoshelig 
Farm. 

Following David’s death in 
1977, his son, Desmond, took 
over control of the business 
until 1996, when it was sold to 
current owner Rhodri Evans. 
The deal included the trading 
name and s well as vehicles. 


Local bus operation came 
to an end on 12 November 
2018, the services being 
handed over to Morris Travel 


Ltd, Carmarthen. Rhodri 
Evans continue to operate 
trips to Cardiff for Rugby 
Internationals, private hires etc. 


MAIN PICTURE: As demonstrated by these views, Jones of 
Ffoshelig maintained its service buses in tip-top condition. 
Starting out with London Transport in 1976 as BL54 (OJD 54R), 
this Bristol LH6L is today preserved in London Transport colours 
and is a familiar sight at events in Yorkshire and the North-east. 
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NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus 
preservation and beyond. 

FROM WRECK TO RICHES 12 

A Bedford VAL seemingly a total 
wreck has been transformed into a 
magnificent example of its kind today. 
PHILIP LAMB reports. 

COACHING CLASSICS: THE BEDFORD VAL 16 

We couldn’t resist another round-up of Bedford VALs, so here goes ... 

ON THE ROAD 18 

DAVID JUKES dips into the B&CP archive to assist this month’s round up 
of active mature buses and coaches. 

‘TOY BOX’ TALE 22 

Essex Bus and Coach Operator Lodge’s of High Easter now houses its 
classic vehicle collection in The Toy box.’ NICK LARKIN pays a visit to 
find out why. 




AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: CARRYING ON COACHING 28 

Over the years former coaches have turned up in a variety of roles. 

Here’s a small selection. 


STANDARDS AND NEW LOOKS 30 

JASON SHRON, the founder and president of Rapido Trains Inc, has 
many bus and rail-based interests including a preserved General Motors 
New Look bus, as DAVID JUKES discovers. 

ON THE ROAD EXTRA: 

NEW YEAR 2019 37 

The Oxford Bus Museum in 
association with B&CP provided 
free bus rides alongside its regular 
attractions on I January as 
illustrated by DAVID JUKES 

A STORY OF SURVIVAL & 
REVIVAL PART 2 41 

In this, the second part of the story, 
ROB HANDFORD looks at the 
restoration of remarkable survivor 
Metro-Cammell-bodied Birmingham 
AEC Regent. 486 (OV 4486). 



A DUTIFUL DOMINATOR 46 

SIMON GILL looks at former Leicester CityBus Dennis Dominator 
FUT 240V which returned to the road last year. 


LEFT: New to Rhymney Valley in 1978, Willowbrook-bodied 
Leyland Leopard UKG 423S is seen here in Carmarthen in 
1995. The Leopard was acquired from Davies Bros of Encoder, 
returning there following service with Jones’s. It was finally 
withdrawn in 2009. 

BELOW: Duple Dominant bus-bodied Leyland Leopard MPG 
I53P was new to Safeguard, Guildford in 1976. Although sold 
on to Jones in 1982, this Leopard soldiered on until 2007, having 
passed to two further Welsh independents, Gwyn Williams of 
Tumble and Lewis Of Whitland. It is seen here in Carmarthen 
with Jones in 1995. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE OFF ROUTE 58 

A Southdown trolleybus (!), RT tributes, unusual Bedford OBs and a tasty 
snack are all among NICK LARKIN’S Off Route discoveries this month. 

BUSMART 61/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


COVER: Steve Lester has restored this Beford VAL70 to 
immaculate condition. See page 13 for the full story. 

PHILIP LAMB 




RETURN JOURNEY: 

LOOKING BACK AT LEICESTER 
CITY TRANSPORT 51 

This month we visit Leicester for a 
look back in time. 

THE MODEL PAGE 54 

NIGEL APPLEFORD brings us an 
overview of available Wallace Arnold 
coach models. 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


“Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


1:76 OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE 
PD2-004 SAMUEL LEDGARD - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 


BUS COLLECTION 
JY-11 STEYR 380 1955 
JY-14 LEYLAND RTW 1959 
JY-24 IKARUS 311 1959 
JY-25 VOLVO B375 1957 
JY-26 MERCEDES BENZ LOP 3500 1935 
JY-31 OPEL BLITZ 1954 
JY-32 JEICZ 043 1959 
JY-36 MERCEDES BENZ O 3500 1949 
JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC B SERIES 1979 
JY-40 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN I11964 
JY-41 VETRA VBRH TROLLEYBUS 1948 
JY-04 SAURER L4C 1959 
JY-18 FIAT 306/3 INTERURBANO 1972 
JY-22 REO SPEEDWAGON 1946 
JY-17 IKARUS 66-1955 
JY-35 RENAULT S45 R4210—1953 
JY-34 KASSBOHRER SETRA S8—1951 
IKARUS COLLECTION 
JZ-01 IKARUS 311 1960 
JZ-02 IKARUS 66 1955 
JZ-06 IKARUS 620 1959 
JZ-07 IKARUS 256 1977 
JZ-08 IKARUS 30 1951 

TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-98 SERIES CC 41010 LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TW11904 
HQ-24 ELEKTRISK MOTORVAGN 1902 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
JB-01 LONDON TRANSPORT RTW 
JB-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
JB-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
JB-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
JB-06 BRADFORD CITY TRANS. DAIMLER 
JB-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
JB-11 DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
JB-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
JB-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
JB-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
JB-15 TEESIDE SUNBEAM TROLLEYBUS 
JB-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
JB-17 LYTHAM ST ANNES LEYLAND PD2 
JB-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JB-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
JB-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
JB-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
JB-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
JB-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
JB-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
JB-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
JB-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
JB-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
Z Scale Trains Of The World 
KB-01 ORIENT EXPRESS 
KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 
KB-06 TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 
KB-07 RHEINGOLD 
KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 
KB-09 SHINKANSEN 
KB-10 MIKADO 141 RENFE 
KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 
KB-12 MINSTRAL 
KB-13 CORNISH RIVIERA 
KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 


PD2-005 EDINBURGH - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 

IR6-001 TRANSLINK GOLDLINE - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 

IR6-003 KINGS FERRY - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 

IR6-004 GALLEON TRAVEL - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 
COM-007 SKYWAYS OF LONDON - COMMER COMMANDO (£15) 

COM-008CC COCA COLA - COMMER COMMANDO (£15) 

SB-001 RIBBLE - SARO BUS (£15) 

SB-002 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT - SARO BUS (£15) 

SB-003 GREEN LINE - SARO BUS (£15) 

BI-001 EAST KENT - BEADLE INTEGRAL (£15) 

PAN-007 RIBBLE - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 

PAN-008 A TIMPSON & SON - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 

WFA-006 BIRCH BROTHERS - AEC WEYMANN FANFARE (£15) 

WFA-007 NORTH WESTERN - AEC WEYMANN FANFARE (£15) 

LRT-008 STANDERWICK - LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER (£15) 

DR-005 RIBBLE - DUPLE ROADMASTER (£15) 

BI-004 SOUTHDOWN - BEADLE INTEGRAL (£15) 

1:76 CORGI MODELS AVAILABLE 
40821A WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Salisbury) (£30) 
40821B WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Bournemouth (£30) 
46514A GO AHEAD EAST LONDON - GEMINI ECLIPSE (EL2 Ilford) (£30) 
46514B GO AHEAD EAST LONDON - GEMINI ECLIPSE (ELI Thames) (£30) 
46515A BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI ECLIPSE (29 Tunbridge Wells) (£30) 
46515B BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI ECLIPSE (21 Brighton Marina) (£30) 
46615A ARRIVA LONDON - NBFL (137 Streatham Hill) (£25) 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON - NBFL (137 Oxford Circus) (£25) 

46618A STAGECOACH LONDON - NBFL (8 Bow Church) (£30) 

46619A GO HEAD LONDON - NBFL (88 Camden Town) (£30) 

46619B GO AHEAD LONDON - NBFL (88 Clapham Common) (£30) 
_89202GS BEST OF BRITISH BORISMASTER (£10) _ 


NEW ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CORGI DUE FEB 2019 

OM 46620 FUSILIERS 50 - WRIGHTBUS COMMEMORATIVE TWIN PACK 


RAPIDO MODELS 

DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HEAD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MODELS ARE NOW DUE IN SUMMER 2019 

Birmingham City Transport Livery 

Standard Deluxe 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route JOJ 976 71500 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 71501 

71002 Bus 3062 1 1 Outer Circle MOF 62 71502 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane JOJ 986 71503 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 71504 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 71505 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery JOJ 958 71506 

71007 Bus 2976 750 Wythall Bus Museum JOJ 976 71507 

West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton JOJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 i 5 Blakenall JOJ 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 71511 

Standard £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


OUR PRICE £38 rrp £ 49.99 


NORTHCORD 1:76 ENVIRO 400 MMC MODELS 
DUE DURING 2019 

6507A BLUESTAR (1641, HF66 CFM) 1 WINCHESTER 
6507B BLUEST AR (1641, HF66 CFM) 1 SOUTHAMPTON 
6508A NXWM PLATINUM (6843, SN66 WFM) XI COVENTRY 
6508B NXWM PLATINUM (6843, SN66 WFM) XI BIRMINGHAM 

6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO 

6511 STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) 

6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) 

6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE) 

6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) 

6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) 

YWBC Prices - Northcord Models 
0061 Reading Buses & 6508A/B NXWM Platinum Special Price £40 
I 0062, 6507A/B, 6509, 6510, 6511, 6512, 6513, 6514 & 6515 £45 rrn £59.99 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2019 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 


NORTHCORD 

ADL Enviro400 MMC 
Models Available 

UK 6501 Go Ahead 
London £40 
UK 6502 NXWM 
West Midlands £40 
UK 6506 First Bristol £40 
UK 0061 Reading Buses 
£40 

UK 0062 Reading 
Greenline £45 
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RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 


Comment 

We would like to thank all our 
customers who have made 2018 
a very successful year for YWBC 
We are looking forward to 2019 
but with less Rally Dates as we 
are all getting less active and 
older. Feel free to use our Mail 
Order service which according 
to the comments we receive is 
one of the best around. 

Our number one priority is you 
the CUSTOMER 

Peter Turland, Secretary 


2019 

Feb 24th Swansea Bus Museum 

Mar 23/24th Manchester 
Transport Museum 

Apr 7th Brooklands Museum 

April 21/22nd Transport 
Museum Wythall 

May 5/6th Transport Museum 
Wythall 

May 26/27th Transport 
Museum Wythall 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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More thoughts on the future 


There are many topics which occupy 
the minds of bus preservationists, but 
probably the most pressing is the question 
of what happens to our precious ‘fleet’ of 
preserved buses and coaches in the fast 
approaching years when the number of 
owners and sponsors decline below the 
number required to sustain current levels 
within that fleet. 

Buses in accredited museums are 
probably more secure than most in so 
far as many are owned by the museums 
themselves. Privately owned vehicles 
housed therein are well placed as either 
the museum itself or individual members 
are likely to step in rather than leave buses 
outside on the pavement, but there still 
remains the question of rent. Museums 
rely on the provision of space for a certain 
number of vehicles to generate much 
needed rental income. 

By far the largest group and indeed 
the most threatened are the thousands of 
privately owned vehicles stored in barns 
etc everywhere. What will become of 
those unable to find a new owner when 
their current owners are no longer in a 
position to keep them? Included in their 
number are many unrestored, partly 
restored and run-down specimens which 
will be difficult if not impossible to find 
new homes for. 

The main problem as we all know 
is cash. Almost as much of an issue is 
storage. Finding it is one thing, paying for 
it is another. Bus preservation has always 


been starved of funds. In the early days, a 
few operators preserved members of their 
fleets, and in some cases these remain in 
company ownership today. When groups 
of enthusiasts amongst them the likes of 
Michael Dryhurst and Prince Marshall 
came on the scene, they were young and 
full of steam for what they believed in, but 
they were desperately short of, yes you’ve 
guessed it, cash. 

Today the bus preservation movement 
has grown way beyond the dreams of 
those pioneers and has in many ways 
become a victim of its own success. The 
cash crisis though has never gone away. 

If funds were available a central bus 
depository could be set up. This could 
take the form of a large storage facility 
for homeless buses. Vehicles would have 
to be donated as a last resort avoiding a 
one-way ticket to Barnsley. Strict control 
over the eligibility of those entering the 
scheme would have to be exercised. They 
would then be available for inspection all 
in one place by preservationists looking 
for a project. A realistic purchase price 
would then be paid to offset costs. Car 
supermarkets are growing in popularity, 
so how about one for persevered buses? 

Anyway, all we can guarantee is another 
great rally season, and to that end we will, 
in our next issue include our annual rally 
guide to help you get the most out of your 
weekends. If you have not yet sent in your 
dates do it now — there is still time! Email 
Nigel at nigel.appleford@btinternet.com. 




East Staffs 96, a Massey-bodied Daimler CS6G heads up a Stevenson’s RTW at an event 
at Derby many moons ago. 
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Entry forms for Devon General centenary rally 



Vehicle entry forms are now available for 
the Devon General Society’s bus rally and 
running day to be held at Newton Abbot 
Racecourse on Sunday 4 August 2019. The 
society will be delighted to receive entries 
from as many owners of preserved Devon 
General, Grey Cars and Exeter City 
Transport vehicles as possible. Preserved 
buses and coaches from other fleets will 
also be most welcome, particularly if 
associated with the West Country. 

Entry forms can be downloaded 
from devongeneral.org.uk/events.html 
or obtained by post from Roy Gould, 

DGS events officer, 6 Bampfylde Close, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 4EU. 

The August rally and running day is the 
Devon General Society’s principal event 
to mark the Devon General Omnibus & 
Touring Company Limited’s centenary. 

1949 Weymann-bodied AEC Regent III 
KOD 585 (picture: PAUL JENKINS) is 
expected to attend the 2019 centenary rally. 


And the clatter of the wheels, 
as they spun round and round 


The Oxford Bus Museum has created 
a replica child-sized replica of 756 
KFC, a 1960 Park Royal-bodied AEC 
Reliance, registered ERN IE in memory 
of volunteer Ernie Clack who undertook 
much of the Museum’s woodwork before 
passing away in 2015. 

The playbus is based upon the chassis 
of a 1964 Bradshaw electric truck with a 


new wooden bus body built by Museum 
volunteers. Small children can climb 
aboard, turn the steering wheel, operate 
lights and change the destination display. 

‘Ernie’ may be somewhat smaller than 
the Museum’s other exhibits but it was 
noticeably very popular with the younger 
visitors at the recent New Year Running 
Day. Picture: DAVID JUKES 



Green Line Event 

The Epping Ongar Railway at North 
Weald will be hosting its Green Line 
running day on Sunday 24 February. 

There will not be a connecting bus 
service from Shenfield on this occasion 
as there is (at the time of planning) a 
total shut down of the rail network at 
this station. Instead buses will run from 
Chingford and Harlow (Town) as well 
as the normal Epping LT underground 
station. First buses are as follows: 
Chingford Station Service 718 at 10:00 
and 10:30, Harlow Town Station Service 
720 at 10:15 and 11:45 and Epping 
Underground Station Service 339 at 
10:05 and 10:35. 

It is hoped to launch up to three new 
vehicles at this event, and discussions 
are in hand to get vehicles on the road 
that have not been seen on the public 
highway for many years. 

An EOR spokesman said: ‘We always 
try to bring something different to our 
events even though the area we have is 
quite limited. For the start of this year 
we have been working through the cold 
winter months to showcase some very 
new to us vehicles. For this event, we 
hope to be able to take 
vehicles out and about 
for rover ticket 
holders to give 
them something 
extra.’ 
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Leicester Metropolitan Celebration 




CommcmoratiTifl the JSth 


.anniversary cf 
wlttKtawlng |* st 
' »n Ukestvr 


OtyeLis’i 
NetrofhoUtfln f f0im 

on Friday 2 ith 


Leicester 

metropolitan 

Celebration 

Saturday I2nd December 1018 


sponsored by First Leicester, 
depicting the Metropolitan’s 
association with Leicester 
and those in service on the 
last day, is available for £2.50 
plus 80p postage and packing 
from LTHT, 13 Warren Road, 
Enderby, Leicester, LE19 2DR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to LTHT. Alternatively, it can 


EVtUTf SOUVENIR 

£2.50 

Trwwport*Herfu$e Tn 


On Saturday 22 December 
2018 the Leicester Transport 
Heritage Trust organised 
an event at relatively short 
notice to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of Leicester 
CityBus withdrawing its last 
MCW Metropolitans from 
service on Christmas Eve 1993. 

Privately preserved 
Metropolitan 301 (GJF 
301N), new to Leicester City 
Transport on 26 February 
1975, operated four free 
trips replicating, as closely as 
possible, routes operated on 
that last day to Rushey Mead, 
Mowmacre Hill, Braunstone 
and Evington. Here we see 301 
re-enacting a journey to Cort 
Crescent, Braunstone during 
the early afternoon. 

The oldest Metropolitan in 
service on Friday 24 December 
1993 was 291 (GJF 291N) 
shown at the Rushey Mead 
terminus painted in CityBus 
maroon and cream livery. 

A nicely produced fold 
out event souvenir, kindly 


be bought via charity selling 
website 'https://www.ebay. 
co.uk/itm/Leicester- City- 
Transport-Metropolitan-bus- 
e vent-programme/2025585870 
47?hash=item2f296ec0a7:g:M 
RQAAOSwYUZcMgDG’ 
Report: SIMON GILL 
Pictures: SIMON GILL/ 
RICHARD WORMAN 


GJF 3QIN 
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Buses change owners in Essex 



Fred Lawrance of Colchester 
has recently acquired HAC 
628D, a Leyland Leopard 
L2 with Marshall body new 
in 1966 as Stratford Blue 62. 
Although Stratford Blue was 
part of Midland Red, it pursued 
different purchasing policies. 
After full consolidation into 
Midland Red this vehicle 


became fleet number 2059, 
and eventually became a 
driver training vehicle painted 
in yellow. Restored by The 
Worcester Bus Preservation 
Group in the mid-1990s, it was 
bought by Graham Clifford 
in 2004. It later passed to 
Chris Pearce of Worthing 
before being acquired by Fred 


Lawrance in late 2018. 

Fred then sold E343 TYD, 
a Mercedes 609D with Reeve 
Burgess bodywork, new to 
Coombs of Western-super- 
Mare in April 1988, back to 
a previous owner, Malcolm 
Alder of Clacton. After 
Coombs it passed to one-man 
operator Roger Litchfield, 
Woburn Sands by 1980, and 
then to Felix Taxis of Long 
Melford before finding its way 
to Malcolm’s Blue Bus Service, 
Clacton, entering preservation 
in October 2017. 

Seen at Felixstowe on 6 May 
2018, ‘Beautiful Britain’ is a 
fictitious livery applied by Fred 
Lawrance. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: FRED LAWRANCE/ 
JOHN WAKEFIELD 



At your 
convenience 
in Dewsbury 

Dewsbury Bus Museum 
reports that after almost 
30 years it will finally have 
its own toilet facility, much 
to the ‘relief’ of members 
and visitors no doubt. A 
temporary solution to this 
on-going issue has been 
found due to the closure 
of the adjacent The Royal’ 
public house, whose facilities 
members and visitors have 
been enjoyed until now. 
Rather than hire in facilities 
for each event the Museum 
has now purchased some 
units. 

The Museum is also about 
to begin construction of 
an extension to the front 
of the building. Plans have 
been submitted to the local 
council’s building control 
for approval, and it is hoped 
that work can start after 
the 10 March Open Day. 
Work will involve digging up 
the forecourt to provide a 
bracing structure for steel 
supports. The Museum 
hopes that work will be 
completed in time for their 
August event (Sunday 11 
August). 


Bella Vega for sale 

CDL 551C, a Bedford SB3/Duple Bella Vega, new to Pauls 
Tours, Ryde, IoW in March 1965, was being offered for sale 
in December by Christian Harmer t/a Eastbourne Coachways 
of Bexhill-on-Sea. Christian bought it in 2012 from a 
preservationist in Wales and started restoration work, but no 
longer has time to finish it. The coach had previously been in the 
ownership of Abbeyways, Halifax. 

The coach will require on-going restoration work and has a 
current V5c on SORN. It is one of only three Bella Vegas thought 
to survive. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: CHRISTIAN HARMER 
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Delaine Museum opening and running day 2019 


Tiger Cub and other guest 
vehicles. For further details 
of the above contact: www. 
delaineheritagetrust.org 
Picture: RUSSELL STRONG 


month between March and 
November. Opening hours are 
12.00-16.00. 

The Museum will also 
be open on Sunday 16 June 
between 11.00-16.00 when 
there will be a free heritage 
shuttle bus between the 
Museum and Bourne Classic 
Car show every 20min. 

On Saturday 28 September 
the Delaine Heritage Bus 
Running Day will take place 
between 09.00 and 17.00. 

The Museum will be open 
09.00-17.00. Vehicles from 
the Delaine heritage fleet 
will operate a service every 
30min between Bourne 
Delaine depot/bus museum 


The Delaine Bus Museum, 
adjacent to the depot in 
Spalding Road, Bourne, 
Lines will be open on the 
second Saturday of the 


and Stamford bus station via 
Essendine from 09.20-17.00. 
heritage day rover tickets will 
be available at £6. There will 
also be free heritage tours 


along sections of the Delaine 
301 route to Rippingale every 
30min. between 11.00-15.00 
featuring former Delaine 
1958 Yeates-bodied Leyland 



mam 


wn*Y 


Spratts of Wrenningham close 


Norfolk family run coach operator Spratts 
Coaches of Wrenningham, has announced 
that it will close for business at the end of 
2019, as younger members of the family 
do not want to take over the business. 

Spratts Coaches was started in the early 
1950s by the late Mr Colin Spratt. He 
began the business with a taxi, delivering 
groceries from his parents’ village store 
and transporting school lunches to local 
schools, also taking local children to and 
from school, in addition to any taxi work 
that was required. It was soon apparent 
that taxis were not large enough and with 


the demand increasing Colin bought his 
first coach. 

By then married to wife Gwen , things 
just start to expand. In the early 1950s 
Colin started tours to Switzerland and 
various other places throughout Europe. 

during the following decades the 
business expanded rapidly and at one 
stage operated 30 vehicles from the 
original base at Wreningham. 

Colin and his wife had retired from the 
day to day running of the company when 
he died in September 2002. Their children 
Christine Bilham and Richard Spratt then 


took over the company. 

Apart from its modern fleet, Spratts 
owns two classic coaches, fully restored 
and operational: 1959 Bedford SB/Duple 
Super Vega WLO 685 and Bedford YLQ/ 
Duple Dominant II NRY 22W new to 
Spratt’s in 1980. This is partly restored 
having had wood and metal replaced. This 
coach is for sale along with some Bedford 
spares. Contact Spratts on 01508 489262. 

WLO 685 has been acquired by Eastons 
Coaches of Stratton Strawless, so the 
coach will continue to live in Norfolk. 
Report and pictures: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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Manchester Museum clearout aids Tramway 


In early November a crew from Heaton 
Park Tramway complete with contractor 
arrived at the Museum of Transport 
Greater Manchester in Boyle Street to 
remove three traction poles and lamp 
posts. They had been a limiting factor for 
vehicle movements for a time and were 
skilfully removed with the aid of a low 
loader fitted with crane and a mini-digger. 
The poles will be re-used at the Tramway 
in nearby Heaton Park in due course. 

On the day after Boxing Day Museum 
volunteers turned out for a major re-shuffle 
of vehicles within the Museum. Whilst the 
current layout, which allows extraction 
of buses with minimal repositioning, the 
big change was to move two trolleybuses 
from their long term home in the upper 
hall. The main reason for this move was 
a generous donation received in 2018 to 
begin the restoration of 1934 Manchester 
Crossley Mancunian 436 — this has now 
been relocated to the work area. This was 


the first time Ashton Trolleybus 80 had 
left the building since 1982 and the move 
will allow better space to be available for 
special events. At the same time other 
vehicles were moved so that they can be 
prepared for events at the Museum during 


the coming year. Some 35 vehicles plus one 
van were moved during the day. 

The next event at the Museum will be 
the Morris Minor Show on Sunday 24 
February, see www.motgm.uk for details 
of this and other events. 



OK Motor Services AEC in Ibiza Peebles OTT 253 G 


A 1959 AEC Reliance/Plaxton Panorama 
(129 DPT) new to Howe of Spennymore 
has been spotted in Benirras on the 
Spanish Island of Ibiza. The coach, which 
later passed to OK Motor Services, after 
that concern acquired Howe’s, later passed 
into preservation with various owners, 
latterly, c2006, John Boston of Newbury 
who rallied it for many years, before selling 
it to Go Goodwins of Manchester in 2016 
after being advertised for sale in B&CP. 
Goodwins sold it in March 2017 to Dan 
Harte of London, who runs a Yoga retreat 
at Benirras and planned to use 129 DPT 


for trips from the UK. His plans changed 
and Dan drove the AEC out to Ibiza 
where it is being used for accommodation. 
Dan says: The bus is on Ibiza and has just 
spent a summer servicing Airbnb guests as 
a place for them to stay. I am planning to 
drive it back to the UK sometime in May 
and use her for going to Festivals’. 

It would appear that some seats have 
been removed, but presumably these could 
be replaced to revert the coach back to its 
original configuration. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: JULIA PORT 


OTT 253G, a Bedford SB5/Plaxton 
Panorama new in 1969 to Trathens of 
Yelverton has been sold after standing in 
E. J. Deeble’s yard at Darley Ford since it 
was withdrawn from service in 1984. 

After withdrawal by Trathens it 
was sold to Tomlinson’s (Dawlish 
Coaches) in 1971 passing to Deeble 
cl980 remaining in the yard long after 
the company ceased trading having 
been retained by Garfield Deeble for 
preservation which never happened. 

At the time of writing the new owner, 
believed to be from the Exeter area, is 
unknown. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: IAN CORDES 
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2019 marks 40 years since both the RF 
and RT finished in London Transport 
service, at Kingston on 30 March 1979 
and Barking on 7 April 1979 respectively. 
It is also 80 years since RTl first entered 
service in August 1939. 

On Sunday 24 March, Amersham 
& District Motorbus Society will be 
organising a special event to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the withdrawal 
of the last London Transport RFs on 
Routes 218/ 219 in March 1979. The event 
will be centred at The Heights Car Park, 
Brooklands, Weybridge. Buses will depart 
from Kingston, Weybridge & Staines from 
approx. 09.45 onwards providing a frequent 
RF service on both routes. There will 
also be an hourly 215A between Kingston 
and Downside. Connecting buses will 
run between Staines, Weybridge, Walton 
and Cobham on Routes 456B/462/462B 
plus feeder buses from Croydon, High 
Wycombe and Slough. Programme/ 


timetables £8.00 from Amersham & 
District Motorbus Society, 68 Hitcham 
Road, Taplow SL6 0LZ or from website: 
www.amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 
Latest updates on the event can be found 
on the Society’s Facebook page. 

London Bus Museum is organising an 
RT/RF gathering in Barking on Saturday 
30 March. This will include displays in 
Barking and River Road garages and a 
free RT service on routes 62 and 23C, plus 
other free services. At the end of the day, 
there will be an RT procession to remind 
visitors of the procession in 1979. 

For red RTs, the main venue will be 
Barking garage, where there will be a 
garage open day’ with a display of red RTs 
inside and outside, operation on routes 
62 (passing and running in) and 23C 
(terminating) and sales stalls. The final 
RT to run in will ceremonially handover 
service to an RM outside the garage, 
and at the end of the day there will be a 


procession of RTs leaving the garage. 

For other RTs and all RFs, the venue 
will be River Road garage, which will 
have a dedicated area in the rear yard for 
a display and bus terminus (route 62), 
together with a garage event featuring 
rides through the bus wash etc. A frequent 
free bus service will operate between the 
two locations, with the 62 running to 
Chadwell Heath and the 23C continuing 
to Creekmouth Power Station. 

Operation over the current 62 Route 
has been permitted by TfL and the 
event has been assisted by Stagecoach 
for the use of Barking Garage and Go 
Ahead for the use of River Road. An 
event programme will be available and 
the funds raised will be divided between 
the Museum and Stagecoach’s and Go 
Ahead’s nominated charities. More 
details will be available on: https://www. 
londonbusmuseum.com/event/2019- 
barking/ nearer the day. 


2019 Leyland 
Society Gathering 

The Leyland Society is pleased 
to announce that it will be 
returning to its ‘spiritual home’ 
of Leyland for its 21 st Annual 
Gathering which will be held on 
Sunday 7 July 2019 at the newly- 
refurbished British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum. 

As in previous years the 
gathering is open to models 


from all the manufacturers that 
became part of British Leyland 
(AEC, Bristol, Daimler, Leyland, 
Guy and Scammell). 

2019 is also the 100th 
Anniversary of Ribble and it is 
hoped there will be a significant 
presence of its former vehicles 
on the day. 

The Society assumes that 
most vehicles will travel there 
on the day. A vehicle entry form 
will be available to download 
from the Society’s website or by 


sending an sae to Gary Dwyer, 

8 St Mary’s Close, West Street, 
Sompting, Lancing, West Sussex 
BN 15 OAF. However, for those 
travelling longer distances, 
the Museum has kindly agreed 
to allow exhibitors to park 
their vehicles overnight in the 
courtyard on Saturday but this 
must be specified in advance on 
the entry form. 

The Leyland Society has 
gone from strength to strength 
since its formation in 1998 and 


its members receive quarterly 
copies of the high-quality 
Leyland Torque publication 
covering wide-ranging articles 
on all aspects of Leyland 
Motors. 

Membership and event details 
can be found on the Society 
website, www.leylandsociety. 
co.uk. 

More information on the 
British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum can be found on its 
website: www.bcvm.co.uk 
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RPR 738K 


FROM WRECK TO 



A Bedford VAL seemingly a total 
wreck has been transformed into 
a magnificent example of its kind 
today. PHILIP LAMB reports. 

RPR 738K was one of a pair of Plaxton 
Panorama Elite II-bodied Bedford VAL70s 
new to Rendell, Parkstone, trading as Cosy 
Coaches in April 1972. Tn 1977 it passed 
to Norfolk Coachways, Attleborough in 
May 1977, where it stayed until about 
1983, when it was sold via a dealer to John 
Caines for use by the Cygnets Majorettes. 

The next owner was Smiths Coaches, 
Pylle in around 1995/96. Steve first hoped 


to purchase the Bedford VAL then, but 
a deal did not materialise leading to the 
coach finding its way to Andy James of 
Tetbury. 

Almost 20 years later the coach was 
seen in a scrapyard at Long Marston near 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

John Caines died in October 2015, and 
the VAL came up on eBay in November. 
John had always wished that he had kept 
the coach, so as a tribute to him, Steve 
managed on this occasion to acquire the 
coach, picking it up on the 6 December. 
Steve’s friend Martin Vincent donated 
his time, fuel and labour to help return it 
home to Somerset. 


Says Steve: T started working on it 
on Boxing Day removing all the panels 
in order to assess the condition of the 
woodwork. The steelwork within the boot 
area was replaced at this time too.’ 

Continues Steve: ‘My neighbour Mike 
Billing kindly donated his time by cutting 
and shaping all the wood for the frame of 
the coach’. 

Steve is a driver with Centurion Travel 
of Midsomer Norton. The company has 

Above: Former Cosy Coaches Plaxton 
Elite ll-bodied Bedford VAL70, RPR 738K 
has undergone a total restoration by 
current owner Steve Lester of Shepton 
Mallet. PHILIP LAMB 
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Top left: The Bedford VAL 
at Long Marston with trees 
growing through it. 

JOHN WAKEFIELD 

Top right: The VAL ready for 
restoration. JOHN WAKEFIELD 

Centre left to right: Much of the 
framework was replaced. 

Interior stripped back to 
basics. 

Rear end rebuilt and ready 
for painting. All: STEVE LESTER 


Bottom: W555 GSM, a 
Berkhof Axial-bodied Volvo 
BIOM new to Maynes of 
Buckie and acquired from 
Glenvic in 2006 by current 
owner Centurion Travel, is 
Steve’s regular ‘work’ coach. 
PHILIP LAMB 




been more than generous, helping with 
spares, panels, paint and allowing Steve to 
paint the roof and sides of the VAL in its 
workshop. 

Says Steve: The restoration has taken 
almost three years so far and there is 
still more to do as it is now a rolling 
restoration’. 

It took almost six months to repair 
the back end, as there was very little 
framework left and the fibreglass rear 
panel was in no fewer than eight pieces. 
The floor was rotten so it was replaced as 
was the linoleum and the gangway Sorbo 
rubber flooring. The seats were in very 
poor condition and would not have been 
cost effective to restore, so a replacement 
set was sourced at a fraction of the 
cost. The restoration is dedicated to the 
memory of John Caines. 


In addition to thanking Martin, Mike 
and Centurion Travel, Steve would like 
to thank his wife for her endless patience 
and encouragement, without whom the 
VAL would not be standing defiantly 
against all the odds. 

Says Steve: ‘My wife Mandy at first was 
apprehensive of me buying and restoring 
the VAL as it was a large undertaking and 
was worried considering it’s condition. I 
have put in 1,500 plus hours. 

It has been physically 
and emotionally 
challenging. It is 
the largest and 
most difficult 
restoration project 
I’ve undertaken’. 

Adds Mandy: 

‘When Steve 


decided to buy the coach, I was concerned. 
It was in a terrible state, and I’ve seen 
many of his previous resurrections. The 
restoration has cost him much, not only 
financially, but also both emotionally 
and physically. He was so determined to 
finish it to a high standard, and has been 
incredibly hard on himself with regards to 
the quality of the job. He has overcome 
challenges and set backs and self-doubt. 
The restoration is a testament to his total 














determination and single mindedness, and 
of course his skill and amazing talent. 

Tm incredibly proud of him and I 
need to remind myself of the old proverb: 
“People who say it cannot be done should 
not interrupt those who are doing it!’”. 

As mentioned, Steve’s work is not yet 
done. He plans to obtain a class 6 MoT, so 
the coach can earn its keep along with his 
next project, Plaxton Paramount-bodied 
Leyland Tiger, KYA 284Y. Good luck, 
Steve! 

Top: RPR 738K poses at the East 
Somerset Railway on a dull January 
afternoon. PHILIP LAMB 

Centre: Rear of coach has been totally 
reconstructed. PHILIP LAMB 

Inset, left to right: Interior completed; 
Plaxton clock in working order; the cab 
area restored to original condition. 

PHILIP LAMB 
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NOTTINGHAM 


THE EAST MIDLANDS BUS, COACH & TRUCK SHOW 
THE NOTTINGHAM BUS & COACH RUNNING WEEKEND 
NOTTINGHAM MOTORSHOW (New Cars) 
PWA7C’s AUTOKARNA (Sun) 





SATURDAY & SUNDAY , 9 „ 

8th- 9th June 2019 ^ 

Wollaton Park, Nottingham 

For further details or to book your entry please visit 

https://www.nottingharntransportfestival.co.uk 


Transport Festival 


CLASSIC CARS & BIKES MILITARY VEHICLES 


-NHVC- 

NOTTINGHAM 

HERITAGE VEHICLES CHARITY 




























Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 





Couldn’t resist another 
round-up of Bedford VALs, 
so here goes ... 

Top: Early Plaxton-bodied 
Bedford VALI4s had ‘dinner 
plate’ fronts and were in 
the main badged as ‘Val’. 
Some like ANY I35B, new 
to Brewers, Caerau in 1964, 
were technically Embassies 
as they lacked the forced 
ventilation of the Panorama. 
Seen here in 1979, ANY I35B 
passed in 1983 to Jones, Login 
for spares. 

Centre: Some VALs were 
smarter than others! 
Willowbrook-bodied 3170 NT 
was new in 1964 to Martlew, 
Donnington Wood, passing 
to Smith, Wilmcote trading 
as TRS Coaches in 1978. 
Withdrawn in 1980 shortly 
after the date of this view, 
the bus became a store in 
Smith’s yard. 


Bottom: Plaxton Panorama 
I-bodied GCE 999E was new 
to Kenzie, Shepreth in 1967. 
Seen here at Heathrow in 
1982 having passed to Cropley 
Bros, Fosdyke in 1973, this 
fine coach became a caravan 
in the Peterborough area in 
1978 it was last seen in 1982. 

























































Top: New to Finglands, Rusholme in 
1968, JNE 11F, with Plaxton Panorama I 
coachwork, later passed, as seen here, to 
Cannon, New Malden, trading as Royal 
Surrey Coaches. 

Centre: Corkhills on the Isle of Man 
operated Plaxton Panorama I-bodied 
VALI4, MAN 818, new to Hazeldine, 
Bilston as JBF 671D. Following withdrawal 
by Corkhills, this coach saw further 
service in the Republic of Ireland. It is, 
however, seen here in 1975 at Niarbyl Bay 
on the Isle of Man. 

Bottom left: Duple Viceroy-bodied VAL70 
VXD 600G seems to have, at some point, 
been re-registered as we have been 
unable to trace an original owner. It is 
seen here with Tally Ho. 

Bottom right: Moss Motor Tours was a 
well respected Isle of Wight operator, 
whose name lives on today as part of the 
Go-Ahead group. Moss was well known 
for keeping its coaches for many years, as 


witnessed by this smart 12-year old Duple 




March 2019 


17 









































18 


www.presbuspublishing.com 
































DAVID JUKES dips into 
the 8&CP archive to 
assist this month’s round 
up of active mature 
buses and coaches. 

ROUTEMASTER ROUNDUP 

(I) Stagecoach London-operated 
RM2089 (ALM 89B), a 1964 
Routemaster refurbished by 
Marshall of Cambridge in 2000/01, 
reaches journey’s end outside 
Charing Cross station while 
operating route I5H on 23 August 
2018. We cannot see the following 
low-floor buses lasting anywhere 
near as long in service! (2) 

Crossing Westminster Bridge on 
a sunny 28 May 2018 is Ghost Bus 
Tour’s former London Transport 
RM1398 (KGJ 118A, originally 398 
CLT) of 1963. (3) Heading towards 
London on the A2 Rochester 
Way Relief Road at Eltham Park 
on 5 January 2019 is Go-Ahead 
London’s former London Transport 
RML2305 (CUV 305C) of 1965. (4) 
Also on wedding duty is 1964-built 
former London Transport RM2033 
(ALM 33B), currently owned by 
Classic & Vintage Vehicle Hire 
Ltd of Nottingham and seen in its 
home town on 29 September 2018. 
Pictures: TOM GRAHAM (I)/ 
DAVID JUKES (2&3) / 

KEVIN PANKHURST (4) 
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OLYMPIAN PASSPORT 



Leaving its Cheriton base on 
23 November 2018 is Crosskeys 
Travel NI66 XVO, an eye-catching 
1996 Northern Counties-bodied 
Volvo Olympian new to Derby 
City Rider as its No 166 shortly 
before British Bus was acquired by 
the Cowie Group (later Arriva). 
Picture: JAMES OTLEY 


▼ CAELLOI MOTORS 

A recent addition to the Caelloi 
Motors of Pwllheli fleet is Y835 
TGH, a 2001 Plaxton Pointer 
2-bodied Dennis Dart SLF new 
to London General as its LDPI35 
but more recently operated by 
Thandi of Smethwick. It is seen 
arriving in Porthmadog on a route 
3 journey from its home town on 
27 December. 

Picture: MALCOLM FLYNN 



Mark Bland of Stamford operates N335 NPN, a 1996 Stagecoach-standard Alexander RL-bodied Volvo Olympian new to Greater Manchester South 
as its No 710, seen here in early December 2018 heading towards Grantham town centre on a works contract. Coach of Langtoft was using its 
N555 LPH, a 2001 Neoplan Transliner-bodied MAN 18.350 new to Frodingham of North Frodingham registered YI46 HWE, as an East Coast Rail 
Replacement coach on 15 December; the coach is seen climbing Grantham’s Station Road West. Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL 
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'270 K TA 


Operating at the 2018 Kingsbridge Bus Rally on 15 September 2018 is David Sheppard’s former Western National 420 (270 KTA), a 1962 ECW- 
bodied Bristol SUL4A, emerging from Shadycombe Road, Salcombe, on a route 158 Coast Path Hopper journey. Picture: WILLIAM SPENCER 


SALCOMBE SU 




ALTON 2018 

Among the varied vehicles attending the Alton Rally and Running Day on 20 May 2018 was former London Transport M394 (GYE 394W), a 1980 
MCW Metrobus DRI0I/I2. Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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TOY BOX TALE 


Essex Bus and Coach Operator Lodge’s of High Easter now houses its classic vehicle collection 
in The Toy box.’ NICK LARKIN pays a visit to find out why. 



NEVER UNDERESTIMATE ESSEX 

Some of Britain’s finest countryside and 
idyllic villages can be found in an area 
truly a world away from the county’s more 
southern vistas often unfairly associated 
with fake tans, nail bars and water 
features in living rooms. We’ll spare you 
more cliches. 

The village of High Easter is a highly 
appropriate location for truly one of our 
most precious surviving independent 
operators. 

J. W. Lodge and Sons Ltd, better 
known as Lodge’s is due to celebrate its 
centenary next year. Still owned by the 
Lodge family, the everyday fleet, mainly 
modern Setra and Mercedes-Benz coaches 
used on everything from private day hires 
to the firm’s comprehensive day excursion 
and holiday programmes, but 
also including some single- and 
double-deck service buses for 
schools and other work, 
are without fail absolutely 
immaculate. 

Lodge’s still 
runs its original 
bus service 
on a route 
from Great 


Dunmow to Chelmsford, admittedly not 
as often as in the company’s heyday but 
it’s still going. 

Even today, drivers know the names of 
most passengers and, on occasions, wait 
a minute or so for latecomers and even 
wait for people to sit down before moving 
off! The route includes some wonderfully 
named places such as Leaden Roding, 
Mashbury and Chignal Smealy, where 
you could imagine a Bedford OB picking 
up ladies in hats with wicker baskets and 
even the odd goat on market days. 

Sorry, got lost in a postwar bucolic 
fantasy there, but interestingly the sound 
of active Bedfords can still be regularly 
heard at Lodge’s depot as the company 
owns a wonderful collection of preserved 
vehicles which earn their keep on a wide 
range of private hires and other duties. 

They are now housed in a new museum, 
which explains why we have dropped 
in on Lodge’s for a 2019 issue of B&CP 
rather than waiting for the centenary. 

Actually the word museum’ doesn’t 
appear on the buildings now housing 
the vintage coaches. ‘We decided to call 
it “The Toy Box’”, explained one of the 
Company’s Directors Andrew Lodge. 
We’re even more intrigued! 


SOME HISTORY 

The ‘Toy Box’ has a lineage that can be 
traced back 99 years, to ‘The Rabbit 
Hutch!’ 

That was the nickname given locally to 
a former War Department Lord Model 
T, registered HK 8180, operated by two 
cousins Joseph Lodge and Charles Mead, 
who began running the vehicle on service 
between High Easter and Chelmsford 
in 1920. Later, in 1925, a once-weekly 
service from High Easter to nearby Great 
Dunmow began along with a briefly 
operated Wednesday run to the town of 
Braintree. 

The two partners split in 1929, each 
running their own bus services. A few 
years later Charles bought a local shop 
and sold his bus service to Joseph. 

Private hire became an important part 
of the business with Joseph also adding 
on a schools service in 1937. Secondhand 
vehicles including braces of Chevrolet LM 
and a Commer were purchased in 1929 to 
cope with the increasing demand. 
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The Toy box is open! Seen here are Duple 
Vista-bodied Bedford OBs LTA 752, new 
as Western National in 1411 in 1950 and 
bought by Lincolnshire 10 years later for 
conversion to ‘toast rack’ configuration; 
TMY 700, dating from 1949 and new to 
Essex County Coaches in 1950; and 1948 
example CFV 851, originating with Wood 
of Blackpool. Pictures: NICK LARKIN 


A Star Flyer with Duple bodywork, 

VW 9690, arrived from Rose of 
Chelmsford in 1937 and a Bedford WLB 
JF 5280 with Duple bodywork arrived 
from Rose of Barley in 1939. 

With the outbreak of World War 2, a 
works service to Chelmsford was started 
as many of the factories in the town were 
recruiting staff for the war effort. This 
service continued after the war and up 
until the 1960s. 

Private hire also expanded rapidly. The 
first vehicle bought new, a Bedford OB/ 
Duple MPU 504 arrived in 1947, followed 
by two more OBs and a Commer Avenger 
in 1949. 

In 1953, Joseph Lodge bought the 
former High Easter vicarage and adjacent 
land, which the family still owns and 
relocated the depot there from the 
previous leased site next to the Cock & 
Bell pub in the village. 

Joseph died after a short illness 
in1960 aged 60 and the 
business was 



Top left: New to Wood of Blackpool Bedford OB with a major feature of the museum — 
a wall of photos featuring every member of the Lodge fleet. 

Top right: Fascinating survivor. Bedford FFS 867 is a 1953 rebuilt Bedford OB new to 
SMT in 1947 later converted to full forward control and fitted with a Burlingham ‘Baby 
Seagull’ body. It later operated for Highland Omnibuses. 

Above: This magnificent painting by Malcolm Root shows Bedford OB/Duple Vista 
TMY 700 transposed to a period scene! 

Below: The OBs make an attractive and nostalgic line-up. 
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taken over by wife Edith and two sons, 
Terry and Tony. 

As well as the bus and coach operation, 
mechanical work for customers was 
carried out for many years on vehicles 
ranging from tractors to aeroplanes, and 
this developed into a motor garage and 
MoT test station which lasted until 1992. 

Accident repair and spray painting of 
buses and coaches for other operators 
became a significant side of the business 
and Lodge’s still carries out some outside 
work. 

Lodge’s tended to stay mainly with the 
Bedford/Duple combination, certainly with 
vehicles bought new, until the early 1980s 
progressing via SB, VAM, VAL, YRT and 
YRQ along with YMT and YMV models, 
not least the arrival of former London 
Transport 'sightseeing’ AEC RE, LUC 217 
to enjoy a career of less than a year. 

The first double-decker, former South 
Wales AEC Regent/Willowbrook, YCY 
804, arrived in 1972, to be followed by 
several Leyland Atlanteans and former 
London Transport Daimler Fleetline 
DMS1601, which arrived in February 1981. 

On the coach side of the business, 
Bedfords gave way to a Duple 425 and 


Leyland Tigers, along with assorted 
Scanias, DAFS and Ivecos as the 20th 
century neared its end. 

In 1994 a former agricultural site on 
the eastern edge of High Easter village 
became available, and over the next few 
years was redeveloped as a new state of 
the art depot. The 21st century has seen a 
major expansion of work, and the number 
of staff has doubled to around 32. 

Lodge’s sells around 15,000 day 
excursion seats a year and school services 
have increased from five a day in 2000 to 
18 today. 

Visit the High Easter depot and you’ll 
see vehicles from the front line coaching 
fleet of top modern Setra and Mercedes- 
Benz vehicles neatly parked up, offices, an 
excellent cafe open to the public and. . . 
the Toy Box! 

CLASSIC FLEET AND 

THE TOY BOX! 

Lodge’s has been run by the current 
three directors since 1988, Robert Lodge, 
who had spent time working for Ford’s 
World Rally Team and Lotus’ Formula 
One Team before joining the family firm. 
Brother Andrew worked in the body shop 


at Mann Egerton before using his skills 
at Lodge’s. Their cousin, Christopher had 
also been involved with motorsport in the 
British Touring Car Championship. 

One day in the late 1980s, Andrew made 
a decision that would prove monumental. 
‘I’d always wanted to restore a coach, and, 
as my father and grandfather had largely 
standardised on the Bedford/Duple 
combination for many years it should be 
something of this configuration. 

A 1956 Bedford SBG/Duple Super 
Vega coach, MJB 481, was bought from 
Abbeyways of Halifax in 1989. 

New to Chiltonian Motors of Chilton 
Foliat, Berkshire, but in July 1957 migrated 
to West Wight on the Isle of Wight, 

The coach was transformed over a ten- 
year period, started to attend rallies and 
pick up private hire bookings. 

‘We did think it would be great to build 
up a collection of vehicles representing 
most of the major types we operated over 
the years,’ said Andrew. 

The second addition to the vintage 
fleet was LTA 752 an ex-Western National 
Bedford OB owned by a lorry company 
bought at auction in Southampton 
following the owner’s bankruptcy. When 
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Opposite page, top: The coach that started 
it all — 1956 Bedford SBG/Duple Super 
Vega, MJB 481, bought from Abbeyways 
of Halifax in 1989. It was new to 
Chiltonian Motors of Chilton Foliate, 
Berkshire, and in July 1957 migrated to 
West Wight Motors on the Isle of Wight. 

Bottom: Duple Bella Vega-bodied Bedford 
SB3 was new to Wiltshire of Staple Hill 
in 1965. 

This page top: Bought new in 1978 and 
still in the Lodge fleet is this fine Duple 
Dominant ll-bodied Bedford YMT. 

Inset: Bedford YMT’s inviting interior and 
cab area. 

Bottom left: This Ford Model T is being 
transformed into a replica of Lodge’s first 
ever vehicle, known as ‘the rabbit hutch’ 
because of its bodywork. 

Bottom right: Chevrolet replicates a vehicle 
bought by Lodge in the 1920s. 

the vehicle was ten years old it was bought 
by Lincolnshire Road Car and taken to 
Duple in Hendon where it was converted 
so that the side windows and panels 
below them were removable, finishing up 
with a vehicle of semi 'toast rack’ B27F 
specification for use on Skegness tours. 

Two further Bedford OBs with Duple 
Vista coachwork are now in the fleet. 

TMY 700 was new to Essex County 
Coaches of Stratford, and was bought by 
preservationists in the Rye area, whilst 
CFV 851 began its career with Wood of 
Blackpool in 1948. 

Going further back in time is ES 
8640, a 1926 Chevrolet X, with replica 
body, new to Melville of Kirk Michael 
resembling two similar vehicles once in 
the Lodge fleet. 

Remember 'the Rabbit Hutch’ Ford 
Model first vehicle in the Lodge fleet? 
Well, it is about to be recreated with 
another example built in 1919 and now 
bearing the registration SC 6936. 


All restorations carried out at Lodge’s are 
stripped to the framework and everything 
replaced as necessary, including floors. All 
this work is carried out in-house. 

A major project underway is BXM 568, 
a 1935 Bedford WTL with Duple 
bodywork, new to Blunt of Mitcham in 
June 1935 and later working on the Isle of 
Man before passing to Priory Coaches of 
Gosport. 

Nearing completion is a truly fascinating 
vehicle. FFS 867 is a Bedford OB new 
to SMT in 1947 but receiving a full front 
Burlingham 'Baby Seagull’ body in 1953, 
later operating for Highland Omnibuses. 

Andrew admits the Burlingham 
doesn’t fit in with Lodge’s collection 
policy. 'We never operated anything like 
this but it’s such an interesting vehicle I 
couldn’t resist it.’ 


A fully restored Toy Box occupant is 
EDD 685C, a 1965 Bedford SB13 with 
Duple Bella Vega bodywork new to 
Wiltshire of Staple Hill and acquired from 
W. H. Fowler of Holbeach Drove. 

Yet to be collected for restoration is 
a new to W. H. Fowler 1966 Bedford 
VAM5 with Duple bodywork. A semi-toy 
box member is YMJ 555S a truly pristine 
Bedford YMT with Duple C45F bodywork, 
new to Lodge’s in 1978. 'The coach went 
right through the cycle from front line 
touring coach to standby vehicle and we 
just never sold it,’ said Robert. As well as 
being used for weddings, proms and other 
specialist private hires, it occasionally sees 
use on school contracts and has been used 
for many period TV and film projects. 
Rather in contrast it has recently appeared 
in a Japanese television commercial! 
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A preserved fleet like this is going to get 
noticed, and Lodge’s have had numerous 
requests from TV and film companies to 
provide vehicles. 

Thus Lodge’s classic vehicles have 
appeared in everything from an ‘Only 
Fools and Horses’ prequel to the film 
‘Outside Bet’, starring Bob Hoskins 
and Jenny Agutter, adverts for ‘Foxy 
Bingo’, TV dramas ‘Endeavour’ and 
‘Grantchester’, along with Netflix- 
commissioned ‘The Crown’. 

‘We love doing this sort of work and its 
great publicity,’ said Andrew. 

Lodge’s is particularly 
proud to have worked with 
TV and Radio’s Chris 
Evans by providing 
three vehicles to 
take guests on 
the London 
Brighton 


Veteran Car Run, with Chris at the wheel 
of one of them. Seats for the trip were 
auctioned on Chris’ Radio 2 show. 

‘We provided the vehicles free of 
charge and over the three years we have 
participated more than £600,000 has 
been raised for Children in Need.’ 

Meanwhile, the Toy box also contains 
several classic cars, a Bedford O-series 
lorry that operated locally and, on loan, 
a ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ replica. ‘No 
vehicle on earth attracts more attention,’ 
admitted Andrew. 


There are no plans for further additions 
to The Toy box but watch this space. 

Lodge’s has long enjoyed an excellent 
relationship with preservationists, and 
tours of The Toy box can be arranged. 
Sadly though the sale of a former 
Southern Vectis Leyland Olympian has 
fallen through after would-be buyers 
pulled out, so the vehicle is for sale again. 

Customers are able to choose the 
vehicle of their choice, and Toy box 
contents can go virtually anywhere in 
Britain, ‘We have a trailer for the Bedford 
OBs, says Andrew. 

‘The Toy Box basically happened 
because when people came to look at our 
classic fleet to hire a vehicle they found 
themselves in a dingy shed,’ Robert 
explained. 

Heritage booking are continuing to 
increase year by year, Robert said. It really 
has taken off!’ ‘This has been a three-year 
project and as time has gone on we’ve 
acquired signs and memorabilia to display 
on the walls. We are delighted by what 
has been achieved The name? ‘We had 
a friend look round and he said: “This is 
Lodge’s Toy box.” He was spot on!’ 

FOR HIRE 

To hire a classic (or modern!) vehicle from 
the Lodge fleet phone 01245 231262 or 
log on to www.lodgecoaches.co.uk 

Top left: A major project underway is 
BXM 568, a 1935 Bedford WTL with 
Duple bodywork, new to Blunt of 
Mitcham in June 1935 and later working 
on the Isle of Man before passing to 
Priory Coaches of Gosport. 

Top right: Former Southern Vectis Leyland 
Olympian/Northern Counties is available 
for sale again after a would-be purchaser 
pulled out. 

Left: Robert Lodge, left and brother 
Andrew in ‘The Toy box.’ 
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1:76 GUY ARAB 



BIRMINGHAM NEW LOOK BUS 






The long-awaited 1:76 Brummie bus from model 
train manufacturer Rapido Trains Inc. is almost 
ready for production. Numerous routes and bus 
numbers are available. Deluxe models feature 
working headlamps and interior lights as well as 
printed moquette on the seats. 


Please reserve your models with your local 
stockist, the Transport Museum Wythall, or 
directly from rapidouk.com by Friday 1st March 
to guarantee the routes/liveries of your choice. 
Delivery is expected in Summer 2019. 


More information available from your stockist or from rapidouk.com 

RRP £39.95 (standard) £49.95 (deluxe) 
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Over the years former 
coaches have turned up in 
a variety of roles. Here’s 
a small selection... 

1957 Burlingham Seagull¬ 
bodied AEC Reliance 
OAV 146 was new to Burnett, 
Mintlaw, passing to Alexander 
(Northern) NACIO following 
its acquisition of Burnett’s in 
1967. Not sure what role it is 
performing here, storeroom 
perhaps, but the location is 
for certain an airfield. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Your Editor knew this coach 
when it was new in 1964 to 
Don of Southsea as 653 
GBU. A Plaxton Embassy 
Ill-bodied Bedford SB 13, it 
passed to Tappin, Wallingford 
in 1966 where it remained 
for many years. Parted from 
its registration and gaining 
EBW 62B in its place. It later 
served with First Benson 
Scouts, passing in 2001 to 
Grundy, Woodbridge, Suffolk 
for conversion into a caravan. 
Following two changes of 
ownership it was last sighted 
in December 2011. PHILIP LAMB 



Starting out as Ribble 775 
(ARN 775C), this 1965 
Plaxton Panorama-bodied 
Leyland Leopard is seen 
here in the service of the 
Samaritans, maintained and 
possibly still legally owned by 
Ribble. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



The Samaritans 


















































Withdrawn in 1982, the coach 
was converted for towing 
and used by United. Later 
sold to TMS, it returned to 
the United fleet as a result of 
its takeover of TMS and sold 
on cl998 when Arriva sold 
off its towing fleet. Offered 
for sale, a few years ago, it 
attracted no interest and 
was subsequently scrapped. 
PRESBUS ARCHIVE 




New to Wallace Arnold in 
1974, Plaxton Elite ll-bodied 
Leyland Leopard TUB 7M 
was acquired by Gordon, 
Rotherham, and then 
Richardsons of Sheffield in the 
late 1980s. It latterly served 
as a coach with Choice Travel 
prior to being converted by 
the operator into a towing 
vehicle. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Home of many unusual 
vehicles, Lonsdale Coaches 
of Morecambe converted this 
ECWB51-bodied Leyland 
Leopard to carry wheelchairs 
by fitting a wheelchair lift 
inside a pair of doors behind 
the rear axle. HIL 8916 was 
new in 1982 to East Kent as its 
8829 (UKE 829X). 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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STANDARDS 


NEW LOOKS 


JASON SHRON, the founder and president of Rapido Trains Inc, has many bus and rail-based interests 
including a preserved General Motors New Look bus, as DAVID JUKES discovers . 


Jason Shron founded the Ontario-based 
Rapido Trains Inc. in 2003 and has since 
become a leading figure in the Canadian 
model railroad community. He and 
Rapido are becoming increasingly involved 
in the UK model railway marketplace 
through the development of British 
outline scale models for the National 
Railway Museum, Realtrack Models, 
Revolution Trains, Rails of Sheffield and 


Model Rail magazine. 

Planned additions to the Rapido 
range are 1:76 scale bus models of the 
Birmingham City Transport New Look 
Guy Arab IV and West Midlands PTE 
Leyland Fleetline - the former to be 
released later this year. Both follow a 1:87 
scale North American General Motors 
(GM) New Look T6H-5307N single¬ 
decker. 


FROM TORONTO TO 
BIRMINGHAM 

Jason’s interest in buses developed soon 
after he started taking the bus home from 
school at the age of nine. Toronto Transit 
Commission s (TTC) Bathurst route 7G 
was usually operated by a mid-1970s GM 
New Look bus. T was already a big railway 
nut,’ he admits, ‘and it was natural for me 
to become quite obsessed with Toronto’s 
buses. It got to the point where I could 
usually pinpoint the age of a New Look 
from a few hundred yards away!’ 

‘TTC was my means of getting around 
Toronto throughout school and university 
- and I travelled rather a lot as my school 

Above: Wearing appropriate destination 
blinds is Rapido Trains Inc. No 3380, a 
1967 ex-Calgary Transit General Motors 
New Look TDH-5303 restored in Toronto 
Transport Commission’s smart maroon 
and cream livery. The bus is seen in 
its home city with the CN Tower and 
Downtown Toronto in the background. 
ADRIAN BADARACO 

Left: Rapido Trains’ New Look bus was 
new to Calgary Transit as its No 606 and 
is seen in service on 20 November 1968. 

PETER COX 
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Right: No 3380 was last in service as 
Pacific Western Transportation No 656, 
in which condition it is seen in Calgary 
when purchased by Jason. RAPIDO TRAINS 

Below: The New Look under restoration 
at AK Coach of Calgary. RAPIDO TRAINS 

was downtown and home was in the 
northern suburbs.’ 

PhD studies brought Jason across 
the Atlantic to the Edgbaston area of 
Birmingham in 2001 for three years, 
although the PhD was abandoned when 
he started Rapido Trains from a spare 
bedroom in 2003. Jason maintained 
close ties with the area after returning to 
Canada and returns there once or twice 
every year. 

PRESERVING A NEW LOOK 

At the age of 18, Jason decided he wanted 
to buy a TTC New Look, paint it in 
original maroon and cream livery, and 
drive it across the country. He was even 
added to TTC’s asset disposal list, invited 
to tour its Hillcrest Yard and bid for a 
retired bus. 

But it was a pipe dream: ‘With $2,000 
savings I could afford the bus and bus 
driving lessons, but not storage, insurance 
and maintenance. My parents made me 
come to my senses and the dream was 
forgotten.’ 

Jason always intended releasing a New 
Look bus model after starting Rapido 
and also considered buying an old bus 
would be great fun: T first looked at the 
Routemasters for sale in Niagara Lalls, 
Ontario, but the price was out of my 
range. And at 14 foot six inches tall, a 
Routemaster could not be driven a mile 
in Toronto without becoming an open- 
topper. 

‘Then I learned of an available New 
Look in Calgary, Alberta, at a price that 
could not be beat - $1,000!’ he continues. 

‘I bought it on the spot and arranged for 
it to be painted in Toronto’s old colours. 


It was only when actually driving this bus 
across Canada I remembered my dream 
from when I was 18-1 subconsciously 
managed to fulfil it! 

‘When I bought the bus, my wife turned 
to my mother and said: “Can you believe 
he’s buying a bus?” To which my mother 
replied: “You know, he’s always wanted to 
drive a bus.’” 

FROM CALGARY 606 
TO RAPIDO 3380 

Jason acquired a 1967-built GM TDH- 
5303 (Transit Bus, Diesel, Hydraulic 
Transmission, Seating Capacity 53, Series 
03) New Look that was originally Calgary 
Transit No 606. The TDH-5303 was the 
most common New Look variant built, 
with 6205 built by GM in Detroit and 
a further 1069 built by General Motors 
Diesel Division in London, Ontario, 
including No 606. 

No 606 operated for Calgary Transit 
until its purchase by Pacific Western 
Transportation (PWT) for use at Expo 
86 in Vancouver, the bus being assigned 
to Perimeter Transport as its No 656. It 
returned to Calgary after the Expo as 
part of PWT’s Red Arrow subsidiary fleet, 
operating shuttles between the Spruce 
Meadows horse racetrack and a nearby 
tram station until becoming spare in 2010. 


No 656 was deregistered in 2015 and 
purchased by Lred Underhill, a retired 
supervisor from Calgary Transit - Jason in 
turn bought it from Lred in June 2016. 

The New Look was immediately 
driven to AK Coach of Calgary for 
refurbishment, the last major job for 
owner Adam before the business closed 
and he retired. A great deal of body repair 
work, including new window gaskets, 
was carried out and a general overhaul 
undertaken. 

‘The biggest challenge was finding 
gaskets for the numerous windows,’ recalls 


THE GM NEW LOOK 


General Motors simply dwarfed other 
American bus manufacturers between the 
1950s and 1980s - and with just one model, 
the New Look, which was introduced in 
1959 with over 44,000 built until production 
ceased in 1986. Around three-quarters 
of these were built in the USA and the 
remainder in Canada - USA production 
ceasing in 1977. 

The New Look used a stressed-skin 
construction to reduce overall vehicle 
weight with most fitted with a cradle- 
mounted transverse Detroit Diesel 6V7I 
engine to simplify maintenance (the 6V92TA 
and 8V7I engines were later options). 

New Looks were available in Transit and 
Suburban versions (two-door city buses 
and single-door buses fitted with forward 
facing seats and underfloor luggage bays, 
respectively) in 30ft, 35ft and 40ft lengths, 
and 8ft and 8ft 6ins widths. 

Front end styling remained essentially 
unchanged throughout the New Look’s 
production although other detail changes 
saw the type’s second generation produced 
between 1963 and 1967, a third generation 
between 1968 and 1971, and the fourth 
and final generation from 1972 onwards. 
Jason advises there are numerous spotting 
differences between the different models, 
although all look very similar, if not identical, 
to the untrained eye. 
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Jason. ‘We ended up adapting modern 
gaskets which have more or less done the 
job. Another challenge, which I have still 
to solve, is sourcing accurate leathercloth 


to reupholster the seats in Toronto’s black 
and dark salmon. 

‘The dash is filled with holes from the 
various items mounted on it over the 


years, and we have yet to figure out how 
to fill them without the filler popping 
out from all the vibrations - this is a very 
shaky bus.’ 

The bus was painted into a copy of 
TTC’s original maroon and cream colour 
scheme and became Rapido Trains Inc 
No 3380. TTC received 80 TDH-5303s 
in 1963 as its Nos 3300-3379, the only 
major differences between these and the 
ex-Calgary bus are the rear doors and the 
seating layout which Jason considers to 
be close enough, hence the ‘next in line’ 
3380. 

No 3380 is seen in Queen Street, 
Mississauga (Ontario), during an 
excursion on what must have been a 
warm day given all windows are open. 

JONAH NIXON 

Somewhat contrasting weather 
conditions are evident as light snow 
falls on 3380. Note its three-piece rear 
window and a multitude of light units. 
The standee windows above the New 
Look’s trapezoid glazing are fitted with 
darkened glass. STEPHEN J GARDINER 

Dan Darnell - Jason’s fellow driver - with 
the custom destination blind specially 
printed for 3380. Those bus routes are 
served by different garages and would 
never have appeared on a single blind. 

Jason Shron and 3380 at Toronto 
Transport Commission’s Hillcrest 
Workshops. Both: RAPIDO TRAINS 
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THE GUY WITH A TRAIN IN HIS BASEMENT 


In addition to the New Look 
bus, Jason is also restoring a 
former Canadian National 
sleeping car found in the 
forests of Georgia’s Blue 
Ridge mountains. It is 
currently being rebuilt to its 
1980s condition while being 
upgraded to current electric 
train heating standards. 


Almost operational is 
former Canadian Pacific 
Budd RDC-I railcar No 6133, 
which was saved when it 
was about to be scrapped in 
Moncton, New Brunswick. 
Both are generously stored 
and worked on at VIA Rail 
Canada’s Toronto yard and 
will eventually be restored 


into VIA’s colours. 

And the guy with the train 
in his basement? That is 
Jason, who has painstakingly 
constructed a 20-foot slice 
of a full-size VIA train coach 
(No 5647) in his basement, 
which in total took over four 
years and 2500 hours to 
complete. 


DRIVING A NEW LOOK 

‘My 40-foot-long, eight-and-a-half-foot- 
wide, ten-ton monster has got manual 
steering, with 22 turns lock to lock,’ says 
Jason. ‘You cannot dry steer it at all and 
you need strong arms to make any sort of 
tight turn. 

‘Getting it into gear is a real challenge,’ 
he adds. ‘It has a 38-foot cable between 
the gear shift and the engine; when the 
engine is cold you are basically stuck in 
neutral or reverse and it takes a lot of 
fiddling to get into drive. 

‘Calgary Transit added a bypass switch 
which allows the driver to start in drive, as 
this problem dates pretty much from 1967. 
So, unless I am parking it for the night, I 
just leave it in drive. Transmission is two- 
speed automatic - at 30mph it clunks into 
second and tops out at 59mph, downhill 
with a strong wind behind it. I love it.’ 

CANADIAN BUS PRESERVATION 

Canadian bus preservation is very 
different to the UK’s thriving movement 
as Jason points out: ‘There are no 
dedicated bus museums, just a handful of 
hardy enthusiasts who have bought buses.’ 

‘These are very difficult to insure and 
drive,’ he insists. ‘You need a PSV license 
to drive a bus an inch, so one has to invest 
time and money for full training and 


testing if wanting to own a vintage bus. 

‘If you only want to occasionally drive 
your bus with friends and family on board, 
the insurance is about $500 per year,’ 
Jason continues. ‘Add any sort of logo, 
carry more than five people, or use it for 
promotional purposes - as I do for Rapido 
Trains - then insurance starts around 
$7,000 per year. Thankfully Rapido has 
the resources to pay this as I could not 
afford it on my own. 

‘And you will need to pay for full 
passenger transport insurance if you want 
to run a charter - this starts at $20,000. 

So there is no such thing as the chartering 
or hiring of preserved buses in Canada...’ 

The province of Ontario had no 
mechanism for licensing a bus as a 
private vehicle. A friend of Jason took 
four months working with the provincial 
Ministry of Transportation to get his New 


Look licensed, and Service Ontario (the 
DVLA’s equivalent) would only license 
Jason’s bus after receiving his friend’s 
vehicle details so it could look up how that 
was done. 

WYTHALL LINKS 

Jason has also become involved in the UK 
preservation scene, ironically discovering 
the Transport Museum Wythall after he 
left Birmingham: ‘I joined remotely from 
Canada before ever visiting,’ he confesses, 
‘but I was like a kid in a candy shop when 
I first turned up on their doorstep. 

‘I am a big fan of Malcolm Keeley’s 
writing and he gave me a private tour in 
the dead of winter - a wonderful treat!’ 

Jason has organised a ‘3D Scanning 
Party’ for the launch of Rapido Trains’ 
Birmingham City Transport (BCT) 

Guy Arab model, arranged a tour of the 





The West Midlands PTE Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland Fleetline is the subject of Rapido Trains’ 2020 1:76 scale model bus 
release - 1976-built 6311 (KON 311P) is seen turning into Chapel Lane, Wythall, on 10 October 2010 during the Transport 
Museum Wythall’s Daimler Fleetline 50th Anniversary event. DAVID JUKES 
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entire Outer Circle route 11 on former 
BCT No 2976, and helped bring ex-West 
Midlands PTE Leyland Fleetline No 6311 
to November’s Warley National Model 
Railway Exhibition at the NEC. 

That exposed the world of bus 
preservation to a whole new audience,’ he 
enthuses. ‘We gave out over 1000 Wythall 
brochures to people who had never heard 
of us. Even if just one in ten show up, that 
will be a great boost for the Museum. 

‘Wythall, like most UK bus museums, 
is run by a core of friendly, generous and 
resourceful bus enthusiasts. I am envious 
as I can only get there occasionally. 

‘I would love to co-own something 
Brummie and old, preferably a BCT or 
Midland Red half-cab double-decker,’ 
Jason concludes. ‘I would only get to drive 
it once or twice a year, but it would be 
worth it. I drove 2976 in May and really 
enjoyed it - thankfully my leg didn’t get 
broken by an over-eager clutch pedal!’ 

Our thanks to Jason Shron and the Rapido 
Trains team for their kind assistance. 

Jason and Rapido Trains helped 
bring ex-West Midlands PTE 6311 to 
November’s Warley National Model 
Railway Exhibition at the NEC where it 
proved a most popular exhibit parked 
next to the Rapido Trains stand. 

Former Birmingham City Transport 2976 
(JOJ 976), a 1953 Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Guy Arab IV, was 3D-scanned for Rapido 
Trains’ forthcoming model of a BCT 
New Look Guy Arab. It is seen exiting 
the Transport Museum Wythall on 
12 October 2008. Both: DAVID JUKES 


RAPIDO TRAINS AND ITS BDS MODELS 


Rapido Trains was created by 
Jason to fill a niche in the model 
railway industry for models of 
Canadian passenger trains. A self- 
described detail freak, he decided 
these would have the most detail 
possible, such as separate pipes 
and conduits on the undercarriage 
and taps on the toilet sinks. The 
company’s range has expanded 
to include American and British 
trains - freight and passenger - 
and, more recently, buses. 

‘I was peeved by the poor 
quality of available New Look bus 


models,’ states Jason. Their shape 
was wrong, and details were 
lacking, so we made a New Look 
model - specifically a TTC one - 
so I could have one. 

‘I was similarly unimpressed 
with the detail level on most 
British diecast bus models and 
thought: “We can do better.” A 
Birmingham bus was a natural 
choice as the city is my British 
base and we determined, after 
talking with Malcolm Keeley and 
other Birmingham bus enthusiasts, 
a Rapido-quality model of a 


Birmingham Standard was a logical 
choice, particularly that of a New 
Look Guy Arab as it had not been 
modelled before.’ 

The bus models were intended 
as fillers for Rapido’s Chinese 
factories but are proving extremely 
popular: The North American 
New Look model outsold our 
wildest expectations,’ insists Jason. 
As a result, we are delaying our 
next New Look model - the TDH- 
5303 - because the factory does 
not yet have the capacity to make 
such a large order. 



‘We thought we would make 
two or three British buses a year, 
but we have decided to keep 
it to one a year for now to not 
overwhelm the factories with bus 
orders. The BCT Guy Arab will 
be out in 2019 and the Fleetline 
in 2020. 

‘We are growing the factories 
so hopefully will have enough 
capacity to bring out a second bus 
model in 2020. There is another 
dying-to-be-modelled Brummie 
bus I have in mind...’ 
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The Ecclesbourne Valley Railway’s 9th 

Classic Bus Rally 


Sunday 30th June 2019 


Free bus rides • Stalls • Refres 

Steam and Diesel trains between Wirksworth and Du 




WWW.E-V-R.COM 
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Want to bring a vehicle? Contact John Stokes 
EVENTS@WYVERNRAIL.COM OR 01629 823076 













































at the 

M+m*** rt /*/ ^T * . r * trt 




Sunday, 10 th March 2019 

10.30 am to 4.30 pm 


Telephone: 01924 265528 


www.facebook.com/groups/dewsburvbusmuseum ■ « 1 Vjj^ www.dewsburvbusmuseum.ora 

Registered Charity No. 702232 


NEW FOR THIS YEAR! 
Large bus display area 
off North Road, WF13 3AB 


“Look what’s hatching at 
the Spring Running Day 
Bus Museum” 


Free Shuttle service between the 
Museum and Dewsbury 


Free Feeder Services 


visiting Bus Display Area 


Cafe & Stalls 


The Dennis Dart Rush 


New Service Routes 


Up to 20 Running Buses 























































Approaching Long 
Hanborough on the first 
journey from Oxford 
Parkway railway station is 
the Oxford Bus Museum’s 
former City of Oxford 
H956 (956 AJO), a 1957 
exposed-radiator AEC 
Regent V with Park Royal 
highbridge bodywork. 
Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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OXFORD 


TEL1I73 




NEW YEAR 



The Oxford Bus Museum 
in association with B&CP 
provided free bus rides to 
Oxford Parkway, Witney 
and nearby villages 
alongside its regular 
attractions. DAVID JUKES 
illustrates the Museum's 
and visiting vehicles in 
action on I January, 
with many carrying 
capacity loads. 



Departing the Museum bound for Oxford Parkway is Quantock 
Heritage’s former Thames Valley 1948 Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol L6A S302 (GFM 882). The bus was new to Crosville Motor 
Services in rear-entrance form as its KB73, being rebuilt to forward- 
entrance layout and renumbered SLA73 in 1953 before passing to 
Thames Valley ten years later. 


Approaching the Museum, where it would be parked on 
static display, is Timebus Travel RMCI477 (477 CLT), 
a 1962 Routemaster new to London Transport for its 
Green Line coach services. The vehicle was available 
at the time of writing for purchase at £49,000+vat - full 
details at www.timebus.co.uk. 
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The Oxford Bus Museum’s New 
Year bus running day was well- 
attended with 260 visitors making a 
total of 850 rides on three mystery 
tours, an hourly service to Witney 
and a half-hourly service to Oxford 
Parkway railway station. Operating 
a journey on the last-named is 
former City of Oxford Motor 
Services H956 (956 AJO), a 1957 
Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent V, 
seen leaving Long Hanborough. 
DAVID JUKES 
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Former City of Oxford LI66 (PWL4I3), 
a 1951 lowbridge Weymann-bodied 
AEC Regent III which is part of the 
Museum’s collection, makes a smoky 
departure for Witney as it crosses the 
Oxford to Worcester railway line, 
originally part of the 
Oxford, Worcester 
and Wolverhampton 


Railway’s mainline. 




Above left: Climbing through 
Long Hanborough is Roger 
Burdett’s former West Riding 
725 (EHL 336), a 1953 Roe¬ 
bodied Leyland Tiger PS2/I2 
built to the-then maximum 
permissible dimensions of 
30ft length and 8ft width. 


Above: A fully-laden departure 
to Oxford Parkway is worked 
by Neil Tidbury’s Museum- 
based ex-City of Oxford 756 
(756 KFC), a I960 Park Royal¬ 
bodied AEC Reliance. 


Left: Former City of Oxford 
703 (NJO 703), a dual-purpose 
1949 Willowbrook-bodied 
AEC Regal III, is about to turn 
left into the Museum’s access 
road at the conclusion of its 
afternoon mystery tour. 
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In B&CP October 20/7 ROB HANDFORD began the story of Metro-Cammell-bodied Birmingham AEC Regent 486 
(OV 4486). He looked at its service years and early days in preservation leading to it taking up residence at the Transport 
Museum, Wythall. In this, the second part of the story, Rob looks at the restoration of this remarkable survivor. 


A long period of restricted activity 
followed, but by mid-2012 the Museum’s 
Trustees made the decision to plough some 
of the reserves accumulated specifically for 
vehicle restoration into the full rebuild of 
486, and that is where I came in. 

THE BIG RESTORATION BEGINS 

My first inspection of the bus having been 
asked to manage its restoration revealed 
that it had become a repository for many 
parts and materials, much of which had 
no connection with a Metro-Cammell 
bodied Birmingham Regent. During the 
spring and summer of 2013, whilst the 
search was on for the team that would 
be awarded the contract to carry out the 
restoration, Lloyd Penfold and I sorted 
through all the parts, both within the bus 
and elsewhere at the museum, deciding 
what should go with the bus and what 
should be removed. After 486 was cleared 
of its contents, I carried out a survey of its 
state, photographing it in every detail. All 
the available parts required were sorted, 
labelled and catalogued ready for loading 
onto the bus when the time came to 
despatch it to the chosen restorer. 

It is worth noting that some parts 
came from a sister BCT vehicle, English 
Electric-bodied 1930 Regent 371 (OG 
371). This bus was also discovered in the 
Herefordshire countryside, five years after 
486 had been found, but the composite 
body was so rotten and riddled with 
woodworm that it was beyond rescue. 

Sister to No 486, Birmingham City 
Transport AEC Regent 492 in Harborne 
Park Road in the summer of 1932. 

This picture: BCT; others: ROB HANDFORD 


OFF TO DORKING 

By June 2013 the restoration work had 
been awarded to Ian Barrett, meaning 
that 486 would have to undertake the long 
journey to his workshop near Dorking in 
Surrey, this time not on its own wheels 
but on a low-loader. Because of the frail 
state of the original remaining sections 
of bodywork, Museum Trustee and long- 
serving volunteer Pete Murphy constructed 
a robust framework within the vehicle to 
prevent distortion during the journey, a 
precaution that turned out to be very wise. 
Incorporated within the framework was a 
boxed-in section in the lower deck where 
most of the spares and materials would be 
secured for the journey south. 

The low-loader was booked for Monday 
14 October 2013 and in preparation the 


bus was covered in a waterproof sheet 
which was thoroughly and tightly roped 
down. The 14 October was a foul, wet 
and windy day, not ideal for what we were 
about to put 486 through, but at least 
the sheet would protect the bus from the 
weather, or so we thought. In the event, 
an error by the haulier in double-booking 
the very low-height trailer required to 
carry a double-deck bus meant that they 
cancelled the move at the last minute, 
rescheduling it for the following day. As it 
turned out, this was a very good thing. 

As 15 October dawned dry and bright, 
the lorry duly arrived to the revised 
plan and 486 was soon winched onto 
the trailer. By 10.00 the low loader was 
departing Wythall with its precious cargo 
on board, followed in hot pursuit by me 
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in my car, accompanied by fellow museum 
volunteer Kevin Hill. We soon realised 
that this particular lorry was capable of 
speeds not normally expected of such a 
large vehicle. As the convoy sped down 
the M42 and onto the M40, the air 
whipped up through the many openings in 
the lower saloon floor and started to blow 
up the sheeting around 486 like one of 
the barrage balloons that had once been 
stationed at RAF Wythall! Before long 
the trussed-up body of 486 started to look 
more like an inflatable elephant than a 
bus. As the low-loader passed other large 
vehicles, the eddy currents pulled the 
cover to and fro, loosening the ropes and 
ripping the sheet to shreds as it caught on 
all the sharp edges of the partly repaired 
bus. Eventually, to our horror, we could 
see the ropes coming adrift, threatening 
disastrous consequences should they 
become entangled in the wheels of 
the low-loader. I quickly overtook and 
signalled the driver to pull off at the next 
junction, which thankfully he did. 

STOP, THEN GO! 

Having come safely to a halt, the driver 
and I removed the tattered sheet. The 
remainder of the journey down the M40 
and around the M25 was somewhat less 
eventful, although 486 must hold the 
speed record for a Regent, even if not 
on its own wheels and under its own 
propulsion! Had the journey been made as 
originally planned the day before, at best, 
486 and its contents would have got a 
thorough and very unwelcome drenching. 


With the Regent safely ensconced in Ian’s 
workshop, we could breathe a sigh of relief 
knowing that once again 486 had escaped 
another close call. 

Work on the vehicle got under way in 
December 2013 when a substantial steel 
frame was fixed to the workshop floor with 
adjustable beams running through the 
bus from one side to the other supporting 
the upper deck. The entire nearside of 
the lower deck was removed along with 
the lower deck floorboards, the platform 
and staircase. This fully exposed the 
chassis and floor bearers from the front 
bulkhead back, revealing that the design 
and construction of Metro-Cammell’s 
first batch of steel-framed buses left some 
room for improvement. This was not 
surprising as the manufacturer was new 
to bus building so they could be excused 
for not getting things perfect at the first 
attempt. The main issue was that the 
outriggers supporting the body pillars 
had sagged by up to an inch at their ends 
and one had broken off entirely. These 
outriggers are actually the outer ends of 
the floor support cross-members and it 
seems they were not able to cope with 
the conditions this bus had to endure 
during its working life, which of course 
had been longer than originally envisaged. 
There were two reasons for this weakness. 
Firstly, the steel ‘C’ channel (which has 
a wooden fillet) was of too light a gauge 
and, second, the brackets on the chassis 
through which the ‘U’ bolts holding the 
cross-members to the chassis pass, were 
fixed in the wrong place. Due to being 


about an inch too far forward, the ‘U’ 
bolts coincided with the wooden fillets in 
the cross-members so chunks had been 
cut out, thus weakening them at the point 
where greatest strength was required. 

To counteract this, the outriggers were 
straightened and reinforced internally by 
Ian and his team so that, once the wooden 
fillet was replaced, they maintained their 
original appearance. 

CRACKED 

The rearmost cross-member, which goes 
across the top of the step riser at the 
forward edge of the platform had cracked 
right through and the step riser itself was 
also of rather thin gauge and had suffered 
as a result. The replacement components 
are of thicker gauge steel but there is no 
noticeable difference from the ‘as built’ 
appearance now that the bus is nearing 
completion. 

The result of all the misalignment 
described above was that the original 
restoration work started on the nearside 
of 486 in 1974 was based on parts of the 
bus that were no longer in the correct 
place. Unfortunately, this work had to be 
removed but it did yield materials that 
have been incorporated elsewhere. 

A further weakness in the construction 
soon became apparent, this time involving 
the cab superstructure. As some readers 
may know, the first bay (including engine 
compartment, cab and front wheel arches) 
of most half-cab buses is cantilevered off 
the front bulkhead. It is not supported 
directly by the chassis. Unfortunately, 
















Right: The chassis after shotblasting and 
painting in gloss black. 

Below left: Upper saloon with stress panels 
riveted onto sides. Front bulkhead under 
renovation. 

Below right: Lower saloon front bulkhead 
including the famous flywheel cover. 

Bottom left: Rear of upper saloon with 
newly fitted polished wood, light fittings 
and bell push. 

Bottom right: Rear of upper saloon. 

in the case of this pioneering batch of 
vehicles, the lower section of the cab, 
which includes the cab floor and offside 
wheel arch, did not have any support from 
the framework in the bulkhead behind 
them. Instead they just rested against the 
steel panelling. The result of this was that 
the panel behind the cab bulged out into 
the lower saloon and consequently the cab 
floor sloped down to the front. Therefore, 
the panel inside the rear of the cab, which 
also stretches across the rear of the engine 
bay, had to be removed for additional 
support framework to be built in. It is 
good to know that the extent of this 
restoration will mean that omissions from 
the past have been discreetly rectified to 
prevent us ever having to deal with their 
effects again. 


2014 PROGRESS 

Progress accelerated throughout 2014 
as Ian and his team cleared restoration 
commitments on other vehicles and were 
able to give 486 their full attention. Using 
a part set of original MCCW drawings 
for the bus, which miraculously turned 
up only weeks after restoration started 
from a huge collection previously held at 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 
(AMRTM), it was possible to form 
replacement body pillars to the correct 
curvature and start riveting them to the 


repaired cross members. By year’s end, 
all lower-saloon pillars on both sides 
were either repaired or replaced from 
stocks transported down on the bus 
from Wythall and new galvanised steel 
structure panels were in place. The new 
step riser into the lower saloon had been 
fitted and a rotten section of chassis on 
the nearside under the platform had been 
replaced along with the tie bar that holds 
the two chassis members the correct 
distance apart at the rear. This had been 
bent when 486 was dragged backwards 
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From top to bottom: The radiator and 
engine almost ready for first start-up. 

The piano front with cream paint in 
undercoat and gloss mix. 

Offside front wheelarch reconstruction 
progress. 

Staircase after application of first 
undercoat of blue and black. 



out of the Herefordshire field by the 
Scammell Pioneer back in 1970. 

Repairs were carried out to the upper- 
deck floor, which was mainly in reasonable 
condition and the whole upper-saloon 
structure was separated from the lower 
deck to allow the moulded wood section 
that runs around the periphery of the 
upper floor, supporting the pillars, to be 
replaced. 

The chassis was stripped of most 
components by Andy Baxter who found 
that much was in surprisingly good 
condition. For example, steering gear and 
brake servos required little more than 
cleaning up, adjustment and replacement 
of seals. Other items, less surprisingly, 
have proved more of a challenge, such as 
the differential casing, which had rotted 
right through after sitting on damp soil in 
the field for 24 years. Fortunately a spare 
rear axle stored at Wythall provided a 
donor differential which was found to be 
in excellent condition and this has been 
installed. 

2015 DAWNS 

2015 saw the fitting of new rear 
wheelarches and the lower-saloon floor as 
well as repairs to the platform framework 
and installation of boarding. The upper- 
saloon side pillars and structure panels 
were all replaced and repairs carried out 
to front and rear bulkheads. The original 
method of fixing using solid rivets has 
been used throughout this work. It is 
important that 486 should be returned as 
closely as possible to its original condition, 
reflecting its important place in the history 
of PSV construction in the UK. Following 
completion of the steel structure, all the 
ash wood inserts, framing, waist rails and 
cross rails were meticulously made and 
installed by Saul Woods which has worked 
alongside Ian throughout. Between them 
they have resolved many puzzles as to how 
the bus was originally put together. Where 
no drawings or photographs have existed, 
a fair bit of educated guesswork has been 
required in rebuilding areas that were 
dismantled long ago. 

The most substantial section of the 
body to have survived in its entirety is 
the roof which appears never to have 
leaked during its long life. Apart from 
overlaying some sections of aluminium 
panel that were delaminating at the 
lower edges, nothing structural has been 
required during restoration and, after 


cleaning of the underside, the panelling 
and framework only needed a fresh coat 
of bitumastic paint. However, as one 
might expect, much preparation was 
needed externally, knocking out and 
filling dents and gouges, particularly in 
the overhanging front dome. With the 
completion of the basic body structure, 
full rewiring was undertaken, using an 
original wiring diagram also found in the 
AMRTM collection. 

By October 2015, after removal, 
rebuilding and temporary re-installation 
of the staircase with new step treads 
and risers, the body possessed enough 
integrity to be lifted clear of the chassis. 
The chassis was duly wheeled out to allow 
its full overhaul to be completed. This has 
included stripping it down to the basic 
frame which was shot-blasted and painted. 
Three road springs were overhauled and 
one was completely replaced. Front and 
rear hubs were stripped and overhauled, 
brakes were relined, drums were skimmed 
and front stub axles overhauled with 
new king pin bushes. One king pin was 
repaired and the other replaced (from a 
spare axle at Wythall), all driver’s controls 
were overhauled with new bushes fitted 
where required and the handbrake lever 
was cleaned up and re-chromed. The 
lubrication system, which consists of a 
bank of grease nipples under the middle 
of the lower-saloon floor feeding pipes to 
the various moving parts, was replaced. 
The propshaft was overhauled along 
with the radiator which was returned to 
gleaming condition after cleaning and 
polishing of the external aluminium 
casing. Both axles were also shot-blasted 
and painted with primer and gloss black. 

POWER PLANT 

In order to provide one running unit, 
two spare engines that had been stored at 
Wythall were delivered to Ian’s workshop 
in December 2015, but on stripping them 
down it was found that one had a cracked 
block and the other had severe corrosion 
and frost damaged cylinders. The engine 
that was in 486 when it arrived in Surrey 
was seized, with two pistons remaining 
stuck in their cylinders. 

After weeks of trying to free these 
pistons by soaking in diesel, it was decided 
to take the block to an engineering 
company with a powerful press that 
could push them out. Rather than try 
and force the seized pistons out of the 
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liners, it was decided to push the liners 
out of the block. The first one gave up 
resistance after 40 tons of pressure was 
exerted but the second one stubbornly 
refused to move to the point that the 
top of the liner collapsed, cracking the 
block in the process. The project was now 
left with three unusable blocks so Andy 
Baxter made a visit to the London Bus 
Museum at Brooklands to see if it could 
help. Amazingly, it had a spare block 
and pistons for an AEC 7.4-litre petrol 
engine which they were prepared to sell. 

A very reasonable deal was struck and the 
parts transferred to Ian’s workshop where 
cleaning and inspection showed that the 
bores of the block, the pistons and rings 
were un-worn. This has been an enormous 
help to the project and has saved the Trust 
and Ian’s team a considerable amount of 
time, money and trouble. 

By the end of 2015, Saul Woods was 
starting the trial installation of interior 
decorative wood fascia panels and 
cappings as well as the vertical support 
framework for the saloon windows, 
one face of each having a decorative 
varnished finish. Amazingly, a number 
of the original pieces have survived 
well enough to be re-used, Saul and Ian 
manufacturing the rest. Apart from the 
high quality of the original materials 
used, the fact that old Mr Preece had a 
pot-bellied stove in the lower deck stoked 
up during the winter months must have 
helped to preserve much of what has 
survived to this day. Roger Stagg from 
the London Bus Museum took on the 



task of overhauling the window winder 
mechanisms, obtaining new sprockets and 
chain from the USA to replace that which 
was unsalvageable. Amazingly, despite the 
hostile conditions in which they found 
themselves during the years the bus was 
out in the open, some of the winders 
consist entirely of original parts, including 
the chains. Much of this is thanks to 
Roger’s perseverance in salvaging all the 
re-usable pieces of chain he could and 
linking them together. 

LOOKING UP 

Ceiling panels were renovated or 
manufactured and built up with several 
coats of primer and undercoat before 
fitting. In August 2016,1 joined the 
restoration team, having taken early 
retirement from my railway job. Since 
then I have worked alongside the skilled 
craftsmen named above, painting and 
varnishing interior fittings, including 
finishing of both saloon ceilings in high 
gloss and bringing large quantities of 
polished wood trim and fascia panels up 
to a glassy sheen. Painting of the roof, 

Above, from left to right: 

All rear panels now permanently fitted. 

Offside rear corner panels completed. 
Gap in the bump rail is for the downpipe 
from the guttering. 

Offside front corner structure now 
complete with new wing. 

Right: Newly installed aluminium ventilator 
grilles in lower saloon. Seven out of the 
eight are restored originals with one 
replica made to replace a missing grille. 



upper-saloon window frames and the cab 
interior have taken place whilst the rest 
of the bus has been taking shape with the 
fitting of glass and the continued skilled 
manufacture or repair of many body 
components including destination blind 
boxes. 

Panelling of the exterior is underway 
and I have been proceeding with building 
up paint layers, applied by brush in 
traditional fashion. Inside, lino has been 
laid and most internal vertical surfaces 
have been adorned with antique pattern 
leathercloth. A new fuel tank has been 
manufactured and repairs to the exhaust 
system, dynamo and magneto completed. 

Certain components remained missing 
which had to be obtained or manufactured. 
These include the unusual chain-driven 
horizontal windscreen wiper system, an 
early type electric horn and lever type 
shock absorbers for the rear axle. 

With the bus almost completed and 
back at Wythall awaiting its launch. Watch 
this space for the third and final part of 
this fascinating story of one of the most 
significant bus restorations to date. 
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With interest increasing in second-generation rear-engine buses, SIMON GILL looks at former 
Leicester CityBus Dennis Dominator FUT 240V which returned to the road last year. 


Leicester City Transport (LCT) is well 
known for its association with the Dennis 
Dominator. As we shall see, LCT 240 
(FUT 240V) has the honours of being 
Leicester’s longest serving and final 
example to give it a deserving place in bus 
preservation. 

POLICY CHANGES 

LCT had a conservative approach to bus 
design and, apart from three experimental 
Leyland Atlanteans in 1963, did not adopt 
rear-engined double-deckers until 1968 
when grants towards the cost of new buses 
suitable for one-person operation forced 
a policy change. A dramatic variation 
in the early-1970s saw the introduction 
of Metro-Scania single-deckers and the 


Metropolitan double-deck equivalent. 

But, following the appointment of 
Geoffrey Hilditch as General Manager 
on 1 October 1975, LCT became closely 
involved in the Dennis Dominator’s 
development. Its first nine Dominators 
were Nos 233-239 (UFP 233-239S) with 
East Lancs bodywork and Marshall¬ 
bodied 231/232 (UFP 231/232S). 

The first production Dominator, No 
233, entered service in October 1977 with 
236 and 237 following in February 1978. 
Delivery of the remainder was deliberately 
delayed to gain operating experience in 
case modifications were required. Initial 
teething troubles would not appear for 
several months, so the remainder arrived 
in May and June 1978. 


A second 17-strong East Lancs-bodied 
batch, Nos 188-204 (YRY 188-204T), 
followed in late-1978 and replaced more 
Leyland Titan PD3s, of which 69 were in 
the LCT fleet at the beginning of that year. 

CASH TO SPEND 

Despite the difficult late-1970s financial 
climate owing to high inflation, rising 
wages and fuel costs, LCT still put cash 
aside in its Renewals Fund to buy new 
buses. Sufficient funds were available for 
LCT to place its largest order for many 

The CityBus livery introduced by 
Geoffrey Hilditch looked particularly 
smart when freshly applied as shown by 
240 on its way to Scraptoft, which was for 
many years served by Midland Red. 

SIMON GILL 
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years; a further 20 East Lancs-bodied 
Dominators. 

Delivery of these took place over a 
prolonged period between September 
1979 and July 1980, and to fill gaps 
between earlier deliveries they were 
numbered 179-187 (FUT 179-187V) and 
240-250 (FUT 240-250V). No 179 arrived 
carrying fleet number 197 which was 
quickly changed. 

No 250 (FUT 250V) gained national 
fame in January 1981 when it appeared 
on the BBC’s Tomorrows World television 
programme soon after its fitting with a 
Maxwell automatic gearbox in place of the 
usual Voith DIWA D851 unit. It reverted 
to a Voith gearbox in early-1986. 

New Dominators continued to be 
purchased until 1989, despite Geoffrey 
Hilditch’s August 1984 departure. 
Mounting financial losses forced the 
cancellation of 39 examples ordered for 
delivery in three equal batches between 
1990 and 1992, although this period saw 
Mr Hilditch return to Leicester CityBus 
Limited as its Chairman in February 
1990. 

DOMINATORS OF MANY 
COLOURS 

LCT’s early Dominators were delivered 
in its smart deep cream with two crimson 
bands livery introduced in 1968 to 
supersede the three-band version that 
appeared in 1961. They were repainted 
into Leicester City Council’s corporate 
colours of red, white and grey following 
the rebranding of LCT to Leicester 
CityBus (LCB) in October 1984. 

LCB was suffering increasing amounts 
of graffiti and vandalism by 1989 and 
many buses had their lower white band 
repainted red. This did not stop the 
problem and the returning Geoffrey 
Hilditch introduced a maroon and cream 
livery with a simple CityBus fleetname 
(with no mention of the city) which 
helped. 

Livery changes did not stop there as the 
GRT Holdings takeover on 10 November 
1993 quickly brought a new cream-based 
scheme with red and maroon stripes and 
black window surrounds to the fleet. This 
was followed by FirstBus Advance’ livery 
of ivory with red stripes before even more 
schemes, including red and blue and then 
white, green and yellow, appeared on 
some of the last Dominators but that, as 
they say, is another story. 
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FUT 240V 

No 240 (FUT 240V) was the penultimate 
member of the 20-strong batch of 
Dominators to arrive in Leicester on its 
4 June 1980 delivery. It was built to the 
standard specification at the time (chassis 
designation DD120) with 10.45 litre 
Gardner 6LXB engine, Voith DIWA D851 
fully-automatic three-speed gearbox with 
integral retarder, and leaf springs front 
and rear. Its East Lancs bodywork seated 
76 passengers with moquette seating on 
both decks. 

As well as use on routes in the city, 

240 also spent some time working from 
Barlestone garage on services in the 
Market Bosworth area. Repaints into 
Leicester CityBus red, white and grey and 
later maroon and cream CityBus liveries 
followed before it was one of the first 
vehicles to be repainted in the GRT-style 
livery in December 1993. 

No 240 was one of six Dominators 
delicensed in August 1997 when ten 
new Optare Excels, Nos 301-310 (Rl-10 
LCB), entered service. Its time off the 
road was short as it was relicensed on 26 
August before the fitting of a fluorescent 
destination blind on 30 October 1997. 

The takeover of Leicester’s and 
Northampton’s council-owned fleets 
by GRT/FirstBus meant both were 
increasingly integrated and vehicle 
transfers became commonplace as they 
shared an identical livery. No 240 was 
transferred to Northampton on 7 March 
1998, retaining the same fleet number, 
and returned on 8 April 1998. It was 
delicensed the following day, only to 
be back in service a week later, then 
delicensed from passenger service for the 
final time on 1 May 1998. 

DRIVER TRAINER 

No 240 was chosen for conversion into a 
permanent driver training vehicle. After 
mechanical attention all upper-deck seats 
were removed together with the wheelarch 
seats in the lower saloon, reducing the 
capacity to 25. The cab partition was cut 
down to cab door level and an instructor’s 
seat installed at the foot of the stairs. 

Entering the paint shop on 22 June 
1998, 240 emerged four days later in the 
First Advance’ livery of ivory with red 
stripes. High-level rear lights sourced 
from Iveco ‘Little City Buses’ were fitted 
together with chrome wheel trims. The 
destination indicator was blackened with 
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No 240 in original LCT livery attending a 
Crawley rally when new in 1980. 


STEVE FOXON COLLECTION 



No Fuss Go CityBus! With graffiti on the 
front upper-deck window, 240 is seen in the 
red, white and grey Leicester CityBus livery 
at Abbey Park Road garage in the late-1980s, 

STEVE FOXON COLLECTION 







keiceitw cJtybu| ] 




.f. J 



Following the takeover by GRT Holdings 
in November 1993, 240 was one of the first 
buses repainted in its new livery as seen in 
Humberstone Gate on 12 February 1994. 

SIMON GILL 



No 240 was on the Abbey Park Road garage 
forecourt on 4 November 2000 in FirstBus 
‘Advance* livery, complete with coach-style 
wheel trims, after driver trainer conversion. 

SIMON GILL 


CityBus 








‘Driver under Instruction’ added above it 
and at the rear. Permanent L-plates were 
fitted front and rear. No 240 was also 
used to train new engineers so was often 
seen being inspected over the garage pits. 

The Dominator went on loan to Rider 
York in June 1999 and returned the 
following November. It was renumbered 
914 in January 2002, although this 
number was not applied until June 2003. 

It was again renumbered as 90257 when 
FirstBus national fleetnumbers were 
applied to the Leicester fleet in March 
2004, before finally being withdrawn in 
May 2007 as the last Dominator in the 
FirstBus fleet with its original operator. 

PRESERVATION 

Conversion into a driver trainer 
undoubtedly extended 240’s time 
at Leicester and the current owners 
are grateful Paul Fowkes acquired 
it for preservation on 12 May 2007; 
coincidently, the same day Abbey Park 
Road garage closed and the fleet moved to 
new premises on Abbey Lane. 

Paul previously bought similar Leicester 
Dominator 253 (MUT 253W) which 
became a spares donor, yielding its seats, 
windscreen and emergency exit door to 
240. He also removed the instructor’s seat 
and restored the cab partition by utilising 
that from 253. 

No 240 attended several rallies in the 
south of England before Paul advertised 
it for sale. 


BACK TO LEICESTER 

The 240 Group, consisting of Steve 
Foxon, John Immins and Andy Smith, 
acquired 240 on 1 July 2016 which was 
the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme’s start, hence the poppy sticker in 
the Dominator’s windscreen. 

John noticed third gear was slow to 
engage during the drive back to Leicester 
from Southampton. This was solved by 
Mick Moore spending time resetting the 
throttle in relation to the gearchange. 

The bus was mechanically in good 
condition although the primary fuel filter 
did not seal very well which allowed air 
to enter the fuel system and cause fuel 
starvation - and embarrassment - at the 
wrong moments. This was solved by fitting 
a slightly more modern CAV unit. 

BODYWORK 

The East Lancs bodywork needed 
attention as it had incurred many knocks 
over the years and the group wished 
to restore 240 to its pre-driver training 
role. John Arnold provided valuable 
help including the fabrication of new 
upper-deck rear corner panels and a new 
nearside front corner panel. 

The high-level rear lights were removed 
and the electrics made good by Mick 
Moore who confessed it was probably he 
who fitted them in the first place when 
working for CityBus! 

Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 
(LTHT) was able to supply a replacement 


offside rear fibreglass panel, the nearside 
one being rebuilt with steel reinforcing 
and fibreglass. A new rear between-deck 
panel was fitted and a hole cut for the 
registration plate window aperture as 
these were widened during GRT/First 
ownership. A large hole in the front roof 
dome was painstakingly repaired and the 
peak correctly profiled. 

The platform step was rebuilt with 
the front nearside wheelarch, which 
had suffered water ingress - the work 
extending to rebuilding the interior 
including new Treadmaster so the 
sideways-facing seat above the wheelarch 
could be refitted. An operational exterior 
Pay As You Enter sign was also sourced 
and fitted above the wheelarch. 

Missing front grille bars were refitted 
to return the front panel to original 
condition and a replacement spotlight was 
sourced. Most window rubber, including 
the white inserts, was replaced and new 
felt fitted in the sliding windows. This 
enabled the removal of trim to allow 
access to the metal framework which had 
swollen due to rust. This was sanded, 
anti-rust treatment applied and painted. 
Removal of the windscreen allowed access 
to the front dash panel which was cleaned, 
and new ventilation grilles fitted. 

INTERIOR 

Most seat cushions and backs, including 
the driver’s seat, have been recovered 
in correct LCT moquette thanks to 





John Immins painting the 
front dome on 13 September 
2016. 

Lower-front panels await 
refitting on 30 September 
2016. 

Replacement of rear panels 
in progress on 23 December 
2016. Note the nearside high- 
level rear lights still in place 
at that time. 

Work in progress on the 
entrance step and wheelarch 
on 10 February 2017. 

Trial fitting the front nearside 
seat above the rebuilt 
wheelarch. The Treadmaster 
awaits cutting and fixing. 

Lower-deck windows 
removed on 13 October 2017 
to allow assessment of the 
frames and ease repainting. 

All: STEVE FOXON 
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Top left: The lower-deck 
includes reinstated back-to- 
back seats above the rear 
wheelarches and period 
advertisements on the cove 
panels for added authenticity. 

Lower left: The upper-deck 
looking rearwards. The 
240 Group has insufficient 
moquette to re-cover all the 
seat backs - can you help? 

Top right: This panel above 
the cabside window includes 
the East Lancs body number, 
a low bridge notice, vehicle 
dimensions and radio 
microphone. 

Lower right: A Wayfarer II ticket 
machine and Pendamatic 150 
change machine on the cab 
door add further authenticity. 


Below: No 240 making its 
first public appearance in full 
CityBus livery at the LTHT/ 
Great Central Railway event 
on 21 April 2018. 

All: SIMON GILL 




LTHT allowing use of a small amount 
from its limited stock and enabling the 
re-use of worn material salvaged from 
the ongoing restoration of ex-LCT 
Dominator UFP 233S. Sadly, there is 
insufficient to recover all of 240’s seats 
and the material is now out of stock; some 
seats remain in traditional LCT maroon 
rexine/leatherette - in some ways quite 
prototypical! 

A significant effort was made removing 
graffiti from seat backs with mixed 
success as some of the writing has 


become ingrained into the Formica. Neill 
Richardson helped the group source a 
manufacturer which printed a quantity 
of vinyl matching the original internal 
Formica ‘scrambled egg pattern’ to repair 
areas scorched and faded by the sun. 

The destination box was repaired, 
repainted and the winding 


mechanism replaced as the original 
wound only in one direction owing to 
damaged gears. An original blind was 
supplied from Steve’s collection and John 
Arnold provided refurbished number 
blinds. 

Andy sourced and fitted a correct 
PYE Olympic radiotelephone. He also 
refurbished the radio aperture 
and surrounding cab interior, 
moving on to replace the 
two rear grilles in the 
lower saloon’s 














































Above: A small rear registration number window was reinstated during 240’s 
restoration; it was increased in size during GRT/FirstBus days. SIMON GILL 

Below: No 240 shows off the distinctive triangular side grilles fitted as standard by 
East Lancs on Dominators fitted with this style of bodywork. The characteristic 
engine cover panels are typical of early Dominator deliveries - they would be 
restyled in the early-1980s. SIMON GILL 
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CAN YOU HELP THE 240 GROUP? 


Have you any surplus moquette in this pattern that you are willing to 
part with to help complete 240’s remaining seats? Please contact B&CP 
Contributing Editor Simon Gill, who will pass your details on, at: 

simongill217@gmail.com 

C , v'- \ 

\ Uw 18® 

■ 


ceiling. The rear upstairs inner wall 
above the rear window was also replaced 
with new metal. A notice board was also 
reinstated on the partition behind the 
offside luggage compartment. 

Other electrical jobs included rewiring 
the saloon heaters, which now blow evenly 
from each motor, and cleaning battery 
connections. 

DEBUT 

After rubbing down, the bus was 
repainted by John Immins in the later 
maroon and cream CityBus livery to 
represent an era not currently evoked by 
other preserved Leicester vehicles. Fleet 
numbers, legal lettering and CityBus 
vinyls were sourced and applied by John 
Arnold in time for 240 to make its debut 
at the joint LTHT/Great Central Railway 
event at Quorn and Woodhouse station 
on 21 April 2018. 

The 240 Group thank everyone 
mentioned above plus Michael Webster 
and Richard Worman for their help with 
‘ Poppy’. 

Restoration of the first production 
Dennis Dominator, LCT No 233 (UFP 
233S), by LTHT is nearing completion. 
Watch this space for further news! 

Our thanks to Steve, John and Andy of the 
240 Group and Richard Worman for their 
help with this feature. 
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LOOKING BACK AT 

LEICESTER CITY TRANSPORT 


This month we visit Leicester 
for a look back in time. 

Right: No 135 (FJF 174) was one of 65 all- 
Leyland PD2s new in 1949 and 1950. These 
were rugged and dependable vehicles most 
of which had very long service lives; No 135 
not being withdrawn until 1968. 

Below: Following on from four similar saloons 
delivered in 1956 Weymann Hermes-bodied 
Leyland Tiger Cub No 212 (SJF 212) was 
new in 1958 and withdrawn in 1969. 

Below right: The PD3 era began in 1958. 
Amongst the early examples which had 
Midland Red-derived tin fronts was No 206 
(XRY 206), a I960 East Lancs-bodied 
Leyland PD3/I. Withdrawn in 1975, 

No 206 was sold to for further service to 
Warrington Borough Transport. 
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Below: Seen here in the later version of LCT livery, No 245 
(245 AJF), a 1961 MCCW Leyland PD3A/I was sold in 1975 
to Al Service of Ardrossan. All: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Above: No 187 (187 DRY) was one of three MCCW-bodied Atlantean PDRI/Is which joined the fleet in 1963. Following withdrawal 
in 1979, No 187 was sold to Eland Travel of New Malden, Surrey. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Below: No more Atlanteans were purchased until 1968/69 when 20 PDRI A/Is with the bodywork order split equally between ECW 
and Park Royal Seen here is Park Royal-bodied No 108 (PBC 108G) In 1983 the bus was sold to Black & White of Scunthorpe. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Top left: Leicester’s general manager 
Geoffrey Hilditch was instrumental in 
developing the Dennis Dominator, the 
undertaking subsequently building 
up a sizeable fleet. Seen here is 1980- 
built No 252 (MUT 252W). Like most 
of Leicester’s Dominators, 

No 252 carries an East Lancs body. 

Top right: Deliveries of East Lancs¬ 
bodied Dennis Dominators continued. 
No 43 (TBC 43X) was new in 1981. 

Centre: Hilditch also had a hand in the 
Dennis Falcon. 1991 East Lancs No 
614 (H6I4 EJF) lasted into the First 
Leicester era. All: PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom: Leicester City Transport 
was acquired by Grampian Regional 
Transport in 1993. Transferred from 
fellow GRT constituent Midland 
Bluebird was 270 (ULS 636X), a 1982 
Alexander-bodied MCW Metrobus 
new as MRM36. No 270 was later 
transferred to Northampton. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



In 1:50 scale are two models from Corgi, the AEC Regal Ill/Duple ‘A* MUA 553 and Bedford OB/Duple Vista NNW 871, both in pre- 
1951 livery although there are some variations in the ivory or cream colour. These models date from 1993 and 1996 respectively. 
Although not highly accurate they certainly have a charm about them. 


The original Wallace Arnold Tours Ltd 
was incorporated in Leeds in 1912, the 
name coming from its founders, Wallace 
Cunningham and Arnold Crowe. Robert 
Barr also entered the passenger carrying 
business in 1912 although not operating 
tours until ten years later. 

In 1926 Barr purchased Wallace Arnold 
Tours Limited, keeping that name for both 
businesses. Following further acquisitions, 
the Barr and Wallace Arnold Trust was set 
up in 1937 to control the group. During 
World War 2 Wallace Arnold (Devon) Ltd 
was formed to run the businesses acquired 
in that area. The coachbuilders Wilkes & 
Meade of Leeds was purchased in 1942 
and by 1948 Wallace Arnold had offices in 
10 northern towns. 

During the 1950s and despite being 
predominately a coach operator, the 


company acquired three stage carriage 
operators: Hardwicks Services of 
Scarborough and Farsley Omnibus 
Company, Pudsey (both in 1952) and 
Kippax & District Motors in 1956. Farsley 
and Kippax services were sold to Leeds 
City Transport in 1968 and Hardwicks to 
East Yorkshire in 1987. 

Post-1950s acquisitions were of coach 
operators, many in Yorkshire but the 
company gained a foothold in London 
by taking over Homeland Tours of 
Croydon in 1948 and in 1969 the Evan 
Evans group (Woburn Garages Ltd). 

In 1974 a significant purchase was 
of Embankment Motor Coach Co. 
(Plymouth) Ltd. This strengthened the 
company’s base in the West Country 
and Embankment was absorbed into 
Wallace Arnold (Devon) in 1977. Another 


significant acquisition was Cotters of 
Glasgow. 

Although involved in private hire, 
contracts and day work much of the 
company’s business was in the extended 
tour market (home and abroad) and the 
company became a household name in the 
1970s and 1980s (sometimes irreverently 
referred to as ‘Wally’s Trolleys’) and the 
fleet peaked at around 290 coaches in 
1980. Due to the seasonal nature of the 
tour business a large proportion of the 
fleet was hired each season from a dealer 
although all carried WA livery. Despite 
a number of other makes including 
Bedfords and even Bristols in the fleet, 
WA standardised on AEC and Leyland 
chassis with Duple or Plaxton bodies 
until 1978 when Volvo B58s with Plaxton 
bodies started to join the fleet. 



The ubiquitous Bedford OB/Duple Vista featured in the postwar Wallace Arnold fleet and has resulted in no fewer than four models 
in three scales. To the rear is the Atlas model of MUA 346, in the middle EFE’s model of KUA 510 with the Oxford model of GWX 
74 in front. Interesting to note the variations in colour. The real MUA 346 was later downgraded to the Hardwick’s bus fleet. 


54 


www.presbuspublishing.com 





















By the end of the 1970s coach holidays 
were losing ground to cheap package 
holidays by air; the company tried various 
diversifications such as Coach & Cruise 
holidays (joint with P&O Ferries). The 
Channel Tunnel, which opened in 1994, 
enabled more European coach tours to 
be offered. In later years Wallace Arnold 
used Volvo B10M and B12M coaches with 
Plaxton, Van Hool or Jonckheere bodies. 

When coach services were deregulated 
in October 1980, WA helped form the 
British Coachways consortium to compete 
with National Express; WA left after a 
year and agreed to run a service between 
London and Torbay in a joint operation 
with National Express. 

In 1997, Wallace Arnold was sold to 3i 
and in 2005 merged with Shearings, 
another large coach tour operator based 
in Wigan. The new company was known 
as WA Shearings but the WA was dropped 
in 2007. This merger included eight travel 
shops in Yorkshire which were rebranded 
from Wallace Arnold Travel to WA 
Shearings but from 2010 they reverted to 
their original Wallace Arnold Travel name. 



EFE also produced an attractive model of a half-cab Leyland Tiger with Duple TV body. 
This model of Wallace Arnold LUB 260 in pre-1951 livery was released in May 2004. 



Wallace Arnold purchased a number of Burlingham Seagull coaches on a variety of 
chassis in the 1950s; Leyland Royal Tigers, Tiger Cubs, AEC Regal IVs and Reliances plus 
a lone Sentinel SLC6. These two Seagulls are on Leyland Royal Tiger chassis, the 4mm 
model of RNW 288 is by Corgi OOC, the 2mm model of OUA 814 by Oxford Diecast. 



This Harrington Cavalier-bodied AEC 
Reliance, 649 CNW, was a one-off, hired 
from Yorkshire dealer Stanley Hughes 
for the 1962 season. The EFE model was 
released in March 1999. 


The Plaxton Panorama I body on AEC Reliance or Leyland Leopard chassis was very 
popular in the fleet during the 1960s. Many featured centre entrances whilst others 
were built to a shorter length and narrow width for use in Devon. This OOC model 
of JUA 3I0E, in cream livery, features a front entrance, OOC later released a similar 
model in the later grey/off white livery with dual destinations. 



The twin-steer Bedford VAL with Plaxton body played a part in the Wallace Arnold and Evan Evans fleet. There have been two 
models, a 4mm scale model of 1967 delivery JUA 320E from Atlas Editions Classic Coaches range (strangely to 1:72 rather than 1:76 
scale) and a 6mm scale model of 1968 delivery MNW 70IF from Corgi — this model features a driver. 
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British coaches 


British coach wavs 


FLEETLIST 


OXFORD DIECAST 1: 

148 2mm Scale 




Ref: 

Reg 

Chassis/Body 

Released 

Run 

Notes 

NOBOIO 

GWX74 

Bedford OB/Duple/Vista 

Feb 2012 

- 


NSEA00I 

OUA 814 

Leyland Royal Tiger/Burlingham Seagull 

Dec 2017 

- 


B-T MODELS 1:76 4mm Scale 




B0I6A 

SWW I42R 

Leyland Leopard/Duple Dominant II 

Jul 2013 

- 

Grey/off white livery 

B0I6B 

SWW I30R 

Leyland Leopard/Duple Dominant II 

Jul 2013 

■ 

Grey/off white livery/ 

Evan Evans fleetnames 

BO 18 

XWK I66S 

Leyland Leopard/Duple Dominant II 

Sep 2013 

- 


B020 

CEO 203T 

Leyland Leopard/Duple Dominant II 

Jul 2014 

- 

British Coachways livery 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 1:76 4mm Scale 




12112 

649 CNW 

AEC Reliance/Harrington Cavalier 

Mar 1999 



15710 

UNW 27M 

Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Panorama Elite II 

Aug 1998 


Grey/off white livery 

15714 

AUA 422J 

Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Panorama Elite 

Aug 2008 



20131 

KUA5I0 

Bedford OB/Duple Vista 

Oct 2004 



26605 

H6II UWR 

Volvo BIOM/Plaxton Paramount II 

Jan 2000 



26605DL 

G52I LWU 

Volvo BIOM/Plaxton Paramount II 

Dec 2001 



26804 

LUB 260 

Leyland Tiger/Duple ‘A’ 

May 2004 



23606 

LUB 962L 

Bedford TK rigid Luton van 

Feb 2013 


Grey/off white livery 

ORIGINAL OMNIBUS 

COMPANY (CORGI) 1:76 4mm Scale 



40301 

RNW 288 

Leyland Royal Tiger/Burlingham Seagull 

Jun 1996 

9,200 


OM4I902 

BUF267C 

Leyland PD3/4/NCME 

Feb 2001 

4,000 

Open top 

OM42407 

JUA3I0E 

Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Panorama 1 

Oct 2002 

3,000 


OM424I5A 

JUA 302E 

Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Panorama 1 

Nov 2013 

500 

Destination: Yorkshire Dales, 
Grey/off white livery 

OM424I5B 

JUA 302E 

Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Panorama 1 

Nov 2013 

50 

Destination: Scottish Highlands, 
Grey/off white livery 

42704 

8665 WA 

Volvo BIOM/Van Hool Alizee 

Jun 1997 

7,900 


OM4330I 

W606 FUM 

Volvo BIOM/Plaxton Premiere 

Feb 2001 

2,700 


43801 

4 WA 

Volvo BIOM/Plaxton Excalibur 

Oct 1998 

9,600 


ATLAS EDITIONS 4mm 1:76 Scale 




4655503 

MUA346 

Bedford OB/Duple Vista 

May 2010 

- 


ATLAS EDITIONS CLASSIC COACH COLLECTION 4mm 

1:72 Scale 



4642102 

JUA 320E 

Bedford VALI4/ Plaxton Panorama 1 

Dec 2015 

- 


CORGI 1:50 6mm Scale 




D949/I4 

NNW87I 

Bedford OB/Duple Vista 

1986 

- 

John Ayrey Diecast Commission 

CC35305 

MNW 701F 

Bedford VAL/Plaxton Panorama 

1998 

5,000 

Connoisseur Collection 

98162 

MUA553 

AEC Regal Ill/Duple‘A’ 

1993 

- 




B-T Models has produced a number of its 
Duple Dominant II coaches in company 
liveries. Here are models of Leyland 
Leopards in the grey/off white livery, 
SWW l30Rwith Evan Evans fleetnames 
and SWW I42R with Wallace Arnold 
fleetnames. Both were released in July 
2013. 

B-T Models released two further 
Leopard/Dominant II coaches, one 
(CEO 203T) in the short-lived British 
Coachways livery and another (XWK 
I66S) in Wallace Arnold cream/orange. 
The models were released in July 2014 
and September 2013 respectively. 


THE MODELS 

As one might expect, models are 
limited to the available ‘standard’ types; 
fortunately within such a diverse fleet 
there were many standard models which 
have been issued in 2/4/6mm scales and 
covering at least four different livery 
periods, fortunately the manufacturers 
also seem to have avoided compromises. 
Interestingly no models from the bus 
fleets have been offered although some 
suitable castings exist. 

Coach fleet livery up until the early 
1950s was ivory with red roof and trim, 
from the 1950s this was changed to a 
plain cream which lasted until 1969 when 
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Unusual additions to the fleet were 
two former Southdown ‘Queen Marys’ 
Nos267/425 (BUF 267/425C). No 267 was 
converted to open-top and named Uncle 
Arnold while 425, already a convertible 
open-top, was named Uncle Wally. No 
267 was based in Leeds with No 425 in 
Torquay. The PD3s were used for short 
tours, private hire and publicity duties. 

In the early 1990s Plaxton’s Paramount 
body on the Volvo BIOM chassis found 
favour in the Wallace Arnold fleet. EFE 
produced a very acceptable model of the 
Paramount with two examples released 
in Wallace Arnold livery—H611 UWR, 
seen here) released in January 2000; a 
de-luxe model of G52I LWU following in 
December 2001. 



Following problems with Plaxton’s 
Premiere body, WA placed its 1993 
coachwork orders with Van Hool (25 
coaches) and Jonckheere (20 coaches) all 
on Volvo BIOM chassis. This OOC model 
of BI OM/Van Hool Alizee 8665 WA was 
released in June 1997. 

a grey and off-white livery was introduced 
to all except the Devon-based fleet. The 
cream livery with orange fleetnames (lined 
in brown) and orange wheels returned 
from the late-1970s lasting until coaches 
appeared in blue Shearings livery after 
2005. The Devon fleet remained in cream 
throughout Wallace Arnold ownership 
to distinguish it from the neighbouring 
Grey Cars vehicles. The Devon fleet also 
included shorter narrow width coaches for 
Dartmoor tours. 

It should also be noted that EFE 
issued a Bristol VRT/SL3, HAH 237V, 
in Wallace Arnold livery during January 
1999 (Ref 20418), despite advertising that 
it as a Wallace Arnold bus it was actually 
an overall advert on a bus owned by 
Viscount Bus Company of Peterborough. 











Wallace Arnold took delivery of one of the first production Plaxton Excalibur 
bodies, again on a BIOM chassis; others followed. The company has a number 
of sports teams among its customers and this is a model of a team coach 
carrying cherished registration 4 WA. Included with the OOC model are 
mirrors and team logos to be applied by the purchaser. The model was 
released in October 1998. 


WA had a number of ancillary vehicles including 
milk floats and double deck buses for use at service 
areas and transfer points around the country. This 
Bedford TK Luton Van, LUB 962L in WA Evan 
Evans livery, was used as a baggage carrier. The 
model, by EFE was released in February 2013. 
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A Southdown trolleybus (!), unusual Bedford OBs and RT tributes are 
all among NICK LARKIN’S Off Route discoveries this month. 


SOUTHDOWN TROLLEYBUS 

‘Your eyes do not deceive you. This is a 
Southdown trolleybus,’ writes regular star 
vehicle discoverer and B&CP correspondent 
MALCOLM PELLING, who kindly sent us 
this picture. 

Malcolm tells us that Southdown 
purchased this former Hastings Tramways 
Guy BTX for use as a mobile office and was 
towed from depot to depot as required. 

‘It was obviously quite smart in 
Southdown green and cream,’ said Malcolm. 

We can’t help wonder why Southdown 
bought in a trolleybus which it then had to 
tow everywhere, when it might just have 
had the odd redundant motorbus hanging 
around. Can anyone enlighten us? 




NOTTS & DERBY TO BRADFORD 

Atmosphere bounds from this wonderful 1954 image of former Notts & Derby AEC 96I2C trolleybus enjoying a second career with 
Bradford. All period details are here from smoke blackened buildings to admiring short trousered schoolboy. It all seems a world away 
from today! 
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OBs BUT NOT AS 
YOU KNOW THEM 

Any mention of the Bedford 
OB, arguably Britain’s most 
loved postwar coach conjures 
up a Duple-bodied example, 
possibly on a deeply rural 
market day service or lovingly 
preserved and named ‘Claribel’. 

At a push, a rare Plaxton- or 
Burlingham-bodied example may 
come to mind, and of course 
there were OBs in bus form. 

MALCOLM PELLING has 
kindly sent us some photos 
of OBs definitely not as we 
normally know them. 

HRT 299 has been converted 
to forward-control and rebodied 
with what is apparently a Belle 
of Lowestoft body. Our second 
picture takes us to Hong Kong, 
where a dual-door OB with 
locally-built bodywork, seen 
with China Motor Bus in 1955. 

‘It was a sturdy vehicle 
but surely totally unsuitable 
for Hong Kong conditions,’ 
Malcolm suggests. 

The third picture definitely 
an OB, as we do know them, as 
it’s in fact a Tilling Stevens, with 
locally built Metsec bodywork, 
delivered to Hong Kong in the 
late 1940s. 



BUS HOLMES 

This book featuring a Mrs 
Sherlock Holmes is yet 
another publication featuring 
an aged omnibus on the cover. 
It features a vehicle of the 
mythical Compagnie Generale 
de Transports & Tourisme. 
(www.allisonandbushby.com 
ISBN 9780749013776) 
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RT AND RF PARTY 

It’s a shock to think that 40 
years has elapsed since the 
last RTs and RFs left normal 
London service. 

I regret not attending the last 
day of RTs at Barking garage on 
7 April 1979, but sadly a wonky 
wheel on my pram meant no 
one could push me there... 

However, this event is to be 
commemorated with an RT/RF 
celebration at Barking garage on 
Saturday 30 March organised by 
the London Bus Museum. 


A major surprise at the 
1979 event was the appearance 
of RTI, then owned by Price 
Marshall and repainted. RTI is 
now owned by the London Bus 
Museum and the 70th birthday 
of the bus will be celebrated. 

More particularly good news 
is that RT624, the official last 
example which endeared itself 
to many in 1979 partly due to 
its careworn state. 

This bus has been owned 
and mothballed by Ensign 


for some years, but is being 
prepared for the event and 
given a good spruce up. 

As Ensign’s Steve Newman 
said: The vehicle definitely 
needed to be at the event 
due to its 1979 stardom, and 
couldn’t miss what was in many 
ways the re-enactment of its 
own party!’ Details via www. 
londonbusmuseum.com 

No-one could have predicted 
in 1979 that RTs would have still 
been running in London service 


in 2018 during tube strikes - it 
seemed like the end then. It’s 
not quite possible to quite read 
the adverts each side of the 
destination display on the red 
RT, but it does suggest that 
the bus is for sale at £6. We 
can dream! The final RFs were 
retired from Kingston garage 
on 30 March 1979. 

London Bus Museum’s 
Annual Spring Gathering will be 
taking place at Brooklands on 
Sunday 7 April. 
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1980 Leyland Fleetline/NCME. Ex-Turners of Brown Edge. 

DETAILS: Its last Fleetline bought new. Tested August 2019; runs and drives well, £6,000. 
CONTACT: Telephone John on 07887 713230 after 6pm. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 














































MCW Metrobus Mk2 E474 SON. Ex Harrow bus, East Yorkshire 
(Finglands) Skills and Roberts. Starts and drives very well £4,000 no 
VAT Ring John 078877 13230. After 6pm. 



Bedford YMT/Plaxton Supreme IV Express JDO 241W. Lots of 
work carried out including king pins and replacement engine & gearbox. 
Class 5 mot until August, would class 6 easily if needed. COIF present 
and Tacho in date 53 seats with belts call Tim: 07793 288216. £5,000. 



Ribble utility Guy 2413 RVPT has decided not to proceed with 
restoration of Ribble utility Guy 2413 and is offering the bus to other 
groups. It is in fragile condition and lacks an engine but is a rare survivor. 
The front part of the chassis has been cut away but we can also offer a 
1946 Guy chassis which will help solve this problem. Our preference is 
for the bus to become a restoration project. However, if this does not 
happen we will consider offers for the two buses as sources of spares 
providing they go to a group/owner who needs parts to restore/repair 
preserved Guy buses. Contact: ray.bignell@btinternet.com 



1974 Leyland National Greenway (HLZ 4439) - rebuilt to present 
style by East Lancs in 1994. Historic Vehicle — Tax and MoT exempt. 
Currently taxed until June 2019. £1,600 OVNO. Contact Malcolm on 
01255 475677 



1994 Plaxton Excalibur C49FT bodied Volvo coach M69I MRU. 

PCV Class 6 tested until June 2019 good runner only selling due to age 
.Please contact AD Rains Coaches of Brinkworth on 01666 510874 yard 
or 07831 303295 mobile for more details. 

1961 Bristol FS5G 1117 PW. Chassis No 178007. Gardner Engine. 
20,000euros. Contact: jo.alen@hotmail.com. 

1972 Leyland National Crosville SNL8I6. Runs really well and 
makes all the right noises. Tested till March 2019 but now exempt, 
inspection invited by arrangement. Can be delivered at cost anywhere 
£4,000 no VAT. Call John on 07887 713230 after 6pm. 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 
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1962 AEC ROUTEMASTER for sale 


RMC 1477 | 477 CLT 

57 seats, rare, fully restored, 
excellent condition, electric 
doors, recently held class 6 MoT, 
reg original, interior original 
including luggage racks and deep 
cushions. AEC 11-litre engine, 
modern retrofits including PA 
and tacho. Offers considered. 


£49,000+vat 


tel Ewan: 07973 819820 

e-mail: ewen.pring@timebusmail.co.uk 



BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Dominant II or Supreme-bodied coach wanted for preservation. 
South Wales connection would be nice, but anything considered. Call 
Stuart: 01874 622243 (08.00-18.00 only). 

Bristol/ECW or AEC Reliance single-deck bus or coach. Any model 
considered but must be in good condition. Please contact: 011 4230 
4691, 07870 180276 or sutlink@btinternet.com. 

Metrorider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart. Anything 
considered. Contact: plymouthanddistrictcoaches@aol.com. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


Do you need 1930s 
moquette? A group of 
preservationists are joining 
together to order moquette 
typically used by Maidstone & 
District and other operators in 
the 1930s based on Holdsworth’s 
pattern BDCD 7871, sometimes 
called ‘1930s geometric’. We 
need to meet a minimum order requirement and those who join us at 
the time of ordering can take advantage of purchasing at cost price. For 
further details, please contact Paul Baker at: pr.baker@btconnect.com. 

Ten 24-volt wiper motors numbered 2101-10. Phone Mr K. Bott 
(South Yorkshire Transport Museum): 01709 364950 (18.00-21.00 
only). 

Bristol Lodekka pinion for back axle £80 Front panel for late reg 
West Midlands Metrobus. £30. Several large coach type wing mirrors 
£IO.each. Two Leyland front wheel discs £30. each. Set off Approx 20 
seats suitable for Leyland PDI. Think ex-Lytham St Anns. £200 the 
lot. Buyer collects all the above items or can be sent at a price. 

Ring LVVS Lincoln. 01522 500566, 01522 722705 or 01522 689497. 




BE SMART: USE BUSMART! 


FOR TRADE ADVERTISING 

Call Sandra on 

024 76616930 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 


Leyland 0.680 service manual and parts list, published 1961. 
Good, clean condition, but some marks where it has been used. £20 
plus postage. Terry Britton: tandmbritton@outlook.com or tel: 07808 
929889. 


Routemaster Bus Brake Slack Adjusters 


Refurbished & Service exchanged 

We specialize in the overhaul and repair of the 
brake slack adjuster. 

The specification for the overhauling and repair of 
this component is very thorough, which involves 
the entire unit to be completely dismantled to 
effect a inspection and assessment of wear. 

The customer can gain satisfaction knowing that 
they have a hand rebuilt and tested unit that will 
carry out a precise operation. 

Trading is based on a part exchange basis. 



Abbey 

Engineering 

UK 


telephone: 01245 321 634 
www.abbeyengineeringuk.co.uk 

email: michaellangley219@gmail.com 



RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Midland Red destination blinds for on going S23 preservation. Prefer 
CE, SA or SS .Tel Colin 07801 983625. 

Destination blind for Gash Daimler DD2. Please contact Mike 
Gallagher (LVVS Lincoln) 01522 722705, 07776 041076 or E-mail: 
mdg2l3l @gmail.com. 

Roof vent for a 1970 dual-purpose Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
leopard. Please contact 07775 428110. 


GROUPS 


Opportunity to join Bristol VRT preservation group in the 

Wessex area attending rallies in the south of England. Please contact 
John:07776 137673 


INFORMATION WANTED 


Can readers help with information and views of the following 
ex Rawtenstall/Rossendale vehicles. Firstly PD2 No 8 KTE 728 on 
the Trans-Pennine run in 1970. Anyone know the owner and what 
happened to it after the rally? Secondly PD3 No 39 XTJ 939D at the 
Dean Forest Railway rally in 1998/99 in a brown/orange livery or at 
Guide Friday in Stratford-upon-Avon. Finally Bristol RE JDK 911P with 
its various subsequent operators, Smith & Dark, Perry, Bromyard, 
Loffy, Appleton Shepperton (Timetrak). Details please to G. S. Young 
560 Burnley Road East Whitewell Bottom Rossendale BB4 9LB, 
fte630b@yahoo.co.uk 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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RESTORATION SERVICES 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 




Bus Restorations Ltd 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 701757 
e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


Central 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


LET US SELL 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 


Buses magazine. 539 issues from January 1973 to December 2017 
(Nos 214 - 753). All in good condition. £50 or offers. Collection only 
from Ashtead, Surrey. Contact: geoffthebus@yahoo.com. 

Buses in Essex: The 1960s 

and 1970s author David 
Christie, 96 unmarked pages, 
published 2017, great colour 
photographs throughout, 

£5.75, brand new condition. 

Norfolk Buses 96 unmarked 
pages, great colour and b/w 
photographs, published 2016, 
author John Law. £4.75. As 
new condition. 07399 359072. 

Classic Bus Magazine. Full Set from issue No. I (Oct/Nov 1992) to 
issue No. 80 (Dec 05/Jan 06) in seven maroon Cordex binders. All in 
very good condition. £25. Buyer to collect or arrange transport from 
Chichester area. Enquiries: Graham Parnell 01243 544096 
email: grahamandjill@waitrose.com 

Several hundred magazines: Buses in Preservation; Classic 
Bus; Vintage Roadscene; Heritage Commercials; Classic & Vintage 
Commercials. Need space, so three for a £ I, even cheaper for larger 
orders. Richard: 01842-819969 

LOTS (London Omnibus Traction Society) monthly 
magazines. August 1979-December 1988/January 1993 to current. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxl @ntlworld.com. 

Buses magazines. December 1976-current (1993-2017 are in blue 
Buses binders. April 1992 copy is missing. Storage space required. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxl @ntlworld.com 

Offers are welcome for the following publications and books: 

LOTS TLB No 389 (January 1997) to present day. Classic Bus No I to 
present day, all in binders. RT-The Story of a London Bus published by 
Capital Transport. The STLs published by Capital Transport. London 
Bus Garages sincel948 published by Ian Allan. Contact Derek: 01322 
224240 or E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 

Books Magazines and DVDs. Contact: Derek 01322 224240 or 
E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 

Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please E-mail: 
stephenmalkinsonl957@gmail.com. 

Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962 to 1967, 

Buses Extra June 1986 to September 1992, Classic Bus October 
1992 to July 2016, Preserved Bus Spring 1998 to April 2001, Bus & 
Coach Preservation May 1998 to December 2016, Buses January 1966 
to December 2016. Contact Mrs Rolley: 01296 730446 or E-mail: 
wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 




FOR TRADE ADVERTISING 

Call Sandra on 

024 76616930 \ _ 

or send an e-mail to: . *1 

presbusps2@btinternet.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


BE SMART: USE BUSMART! 































PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


Classic Bus 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 




Quality slide or photographic collections purchased for cash: 

best prices paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or E-mail: presbusps2@ 
btinternet.com. 


MODELS FOR SALE 


OM4II04. Original Omnibus Company 1:76 Leyland Titan PD3/East 
Lancs. Stockport Corporation No 93 (MJA 893G). £25. Contact: Dave 
07968 659967. 

Glasgow Leyland TDI, Glasgow BUT Trolleybus, Oxford 36’ 
Reliance, Maidstone & District 36’ Reliance. All £10 each. Contact: Mr 
Kain 01708 372351. 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES & TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 



WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


BSP Buy 

/ ii aw 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


in the UK and 
will collect 
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Jonckheere bus/coach badge in original used condition £20 including 
P&P;Plaxton genuine used coach badge in nice condition. £20 
including P&P; Leyland driver’s coat badge. A genuine original badge 
for a button hole in nice condition. £23 including P&P; Dennis Lance 
unused two- piece badge, mint condition. £38 including P&P; Bus/ 
Coach badge in used condition for Bedford-Duple £25 including P&P. 
Some damage on left hand end. Alan 01872 575140 

London bus general arrangement drawings. Mainly 1:12 scale as 
supplied by LT engineering department and purchased many years ago. 
Most types plus a couple of trams. Offers please. Contact: dejane I @ 
btinternet.com. 

Seven tin signs 8x12 vintage size BP Castrol Esso Extra sparkplug 
golden shell can tiger £50 P&P call Dave 0208 399 7541 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY 

Staines Transport Fair, The Hythe Centre, Thorpe Road, Staines 
TWI8 3HD, Open 10.30 to 15.30. Admission £3. Free bus service from 
Staines Railway Station. More details from Julian Bowden, 21 Forde 
Avenue, Bromley BRI 3EU or phone: 07932 712268. 


SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30- 16.00, 
shop and cafe open. Free hourly heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham 
Interchange (Stand Cl) from 10.45 - 14.45. Admission £5, Concessions 
£3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Further details from: 07852 298082, 
e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk or see website: www.sytm.co.uk 


TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 

Bus slide show at Wellingborough Museum, Castle Way, 
Wellingborough NN8 IXB. Admission £3 includes tea/coffee. Slide show 
by local photographers, doors open 1900. Details from Steve Loveridge, 
794 Preservation Group, 75 Bakers Crescent, Irchester NN29 7BA. 


SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY 

Aston Manor (Aldridge) Transport Museum Winter evening 
run. First event of the year with a nostalgic opportunity to ride on 
older buses with photo opportunities along the way - several guest 


buses are anticipated. Starting from 14.00 and going on until 19.00. 
Half-hourly service to Walsall will run throughout. Hot food and 
drink will be available. Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, 

West Midlands WS9 8TP. Phone: 01922 454761 or see website: www. 
amrtm.org and also follow us on Facebook under the museum name. 
Admission: £3 Adults, £2 Children and £9 Family ticket for 2 adults and 
2 or 3 children. 

Enfield Transport Bazaar, St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side and Windmill 
Hill in the heart of Enfield Town, just two minutes’ walk from Enfield 
Chase Station (Great Northern Hertford North line) or ten minutes 
from Enfield Town Station (London Overground). All buses serving 
Enfield Town stop within five minutes’ walk. Features up to forty stalls 
selling all kinds of transport books, photo’s, DVD’s, maps, timetables, 
tickets and other memorabilia. Light refreshments available. Open 
11.00-14.30. Admission £3, acc. children free. Further details please 
send SSAE to: NLETE, 8, The Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 5AD or 
e-mail: nleevents@outlook.com 


SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY 

Epping Ongar Railway Green Line Running Day. Based at the 
Railway’s North Weald Station, routes operating to local towns and 
villages. Shuttle bus 718 will operate from Chingford Stn departing 
10:00, at no additional cost. Route 339 will operate between Epping Stn 
and North Weald at regular intervals. Bus Rover tickets will be available 
to purchase on the day for £10 per adult and £5 per child under 14; 
these will allow travel on all bus routes and access to the site. Rovers 
can be booked online in advance via the Railway website where you 
will receive a reduction. Visit www.eorailway.co.uk, telephone 01277 
365200 or facebook: Epping Ongar Railway for more details/tickets. 

Swansea Bus Museum Running Day. Featuring bus rides around 
Swansea Bay and on other local routes. The museum will feature 
a display of Museum and visiting vehicles as well as enthusiast and 
craft stalls. Adults £5, members and under I6’s FREE. Unit 2, Viking 
Way, Winch Wen Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. 
Website: www.swanseabusmuseum.com e-mail: secretary@sbm.wales 
mailto:SwanseaBM@outlook.comTel: 01792 732832. 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Morris Minor 
Show. Museum is at Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 
(No museum bus to/from City Centre on this day). Details: www. 
motgm.uk or 0161 205 2122. 


SUNDAY 3 MARCH 

Cosham Spring Transport Fair. Community Centre, Wootton 
Street, Cosham P06 3AP. 10.00 - 15.30. Admission £1.50. Stalls, MBF 
model displays, refreshments and free bus rides. For details please 
e-mail: vtransportgroup@btinternet.com or Facebook: Vintage 
Transport Group 


SATURDAY 9 MARCH 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, 
Bourne, Lines, PE 10 9LE. Open 12.00-16.00. Contact: www. 
delaineheritagetrust.org 


SUNDAY 10 MARCH 

Dewsbury Bus Museum Spring Running Day. Admission by 
programme £3 adult accompanied children free. Advance copy available 
for £4 by sending a cheque payable to West Riding Omnibus Museum 
Trust 47E Dale Street Ossett WF5 9HE. IOam - 430pm with a full day 
of free services and tours and now featuring a new large bus static 
display area just across the road from the Museum building. Free 
shuttle service from Dewsbury South Street & Railway Station to the 
Ravensthorpe Museum building. Up to 25 vehicles running in service 
and a large selection of visiting buses, the Museum building full of trade 
stalls, Museum Cafe, Tombola and much more. Visiting vehicles always 
welcome. Free feeder services usually operate to the event from 
Bradford, Castleford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Keighley, Leeds, Pontefract 
& Wakefield. For more information visit www.dewsburybusmuseum. 
org or our official Facebook page for final details of the feeder services. 
To book in a vehicle for free services please call 01924 265528. 
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STAINES TRANSPORT COLLECTORS FAIR 
SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2019 


HYTHE CENTRE,THORPE ROAD, STAINES,TWI8 3HD 
OPENING TIMES: 10.30 - 15.30 hrs 
ADMISSION: £3.00 



TRANSPORT RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE. 

HOT AND COLD REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE. 
FREE BUS SERVICE FROM STAINES RAILWAY STATION. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

JULIAN BOWDEN, 21 FORDE AVENUE, BROMLEY, BRI 3EU. 

(Tel: 07932 812268) 

SHOREHAM TRANSPORT FAIR 

SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2019 
10.00AM -3.30PM 
THE SHOREHAM CENTRE 
2 POND ROAD, SHOREHAM, BN43 5WU 

Also Featuring 

Southdown Portslade Works Staff Reunion 

For further information contact: 

Mr C Pearce, 73 Cuckfield Crescent, 
Worthing, BN13 2EB 
Tel: 07917 752 053 


SUNDAY 10 MARCH 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30- 
16.00, shop and cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, 
Greasbrough Road (The Trades) hourly from 10.45 - 14.45. Admission 
£5, Concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Further details from: 
07828 068484, e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk or see website: www.sytm.co.uk 


SUNDAY 17 MARCH 

Ashington Toyfair, Community Centrre, Foster Lane, Ashington, 
West Sussex RH20 3PG. 10.00 - 13.00. Admission £2/Concessions 
£1.50. Details: David 07742 609865, Pete 01424 846676 or e-mail: 
modelcarmart@gmail.com 

Devizes Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Corn Exchange, Market Place, 
Devizes SNI0 IHS. 10.00-14.00. Refreshments. Admission £2. Details: 
01380 725322,07958 101891 orclementsfairs@aol.com 


SATURDAY 23 - SUNDAY 24 MARCH 
Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. The Spring 
Spectacular. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. Free 
Centreshuttle 4 bus from Corporation Street (stop NU) and Shudehill 
Interchange (Stand E) from 09.50. Details: www.motgm.uk or 0161 205 
2122. 


SUNDAY 24 MARCH 

Aston Manor (Aldridge) Transport Museum “Models in the 
Museum”. Numerous displays and working layouts of most forms of 
transport. Half-hourly free bus service will operate to/from Walsall 
during the day. Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West 
Midlands WS9 8TP. Phone: 01922 454761 or see website: www. 
amrtm.org and also follow us on Facebook under the museum name. 
Admission: £5 Adults, £2 Children and £ 13 Family ticket for 2 adults 
and 2 or 3 children. 


TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturdays 23 February & 29 June 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 



Now welcoming entries for our June sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 



RF40 Event. The Heights Car Park, Brooklands, Weybridge. Special 
event to commemorate the withdrawal in March 1979 of the last 
London Transport RFs on Routes 218/219. Buses depart Kingston, 
Weybridge & Staines from approx. 09.45 onwards providing a frequent 
RF service on Routes 218 and 219. Also hourly 2I5A between Kingston 
and Downside. Connecting buses between Staines, Weybridge, 

Walton & Cobham on Routes 456B, 462 & 462B plus feeder buses 
from Croydon, High Wycombe and Slough. Programme/timetables 
£8.00 from Amersham & District Motorbus Society, 68 Hitcham Road, 
Taplow SL6 OLZ or from website: www.amershammotorbussociety. 
co.uk Latest updates on facebook. 


SATURDAY 30 MARCH 

London Bus Museum. Barking RT/RF Gathering. Displays in 
Barking and River Road garages and a free RT service on routes 62 
and 23C, plus other free services. At the end of the day, there will be 
an RT procession as in 1979. Open day & stalls at Barking garage with 
displays at River Road garage. Frequent free bus service between the 
two locations, with the 62 running to Chadwell Heath and the 23C 
continuing to Creekmouth Power Station. More details on: https:// 
www.londonbusmuseum.com/event/20l9-barking/ nearer the day. 


SATURDAY 6 APRIL 

South East Bus Festival, Kent Showground near Maidstone. 

Open 10.00 - 16.00. The usual mix of activities will take place with 
a large display of buses and coaches, lots of sales stands, model bus 
displays, slide shows, talks by guest speakers and frequent free bus rides 
around the showground. Full details of the bus festival are shown on its 
website at https://southeastbusfestival.wixsite.com/sebf. There is also 
a Facebook page where updates are regularly posted at https://www. 
facebook.com/southeastbusfestival/ 


SUNDAY 7 APRIL 

London Bus Museum, Brooklands. Spring Gathering featuring 
RT/RF buses. 
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South East Bus Festival 



Conwy & Great Orme Evening Road Runs 
Large Sea Front Showground 
and also a Shuttle Bus Service to Town 

Show Car Park £2 Adults £7.50 
Children £2 (with Adult) 


01492 517004 

Vicci: 07766 494230 vicci.ricketts@gmail.com 
Jim: 07867 524737 jim.rickettsltf@gmail.com 
Stuart: 07967 552165 stu.ricketts@hotmail.co.uk 

4 Ffordd Celyn Colwyn Bay Conwy LL29 8RN 


Come and join us for a celebration of 117 years of 
Transport in Bournemouth 



bournemouthbusrally@outlook.com 

jonathanhawkins387@yahoo.co.uk 



2019 


South East 


Part of the 


Bus Festival 






Saturday 6 th April 

10am to 4pm at Kent Showground 
on the A249 at Detling, near Maidstone 


> Admission £10 per person or £8 in advance 
• Children under 14 years admitted free • 


Ticket allows entry to the Heritage Transport 
Show, South East Bus Festival and as many 
free bus rides as you can manage! 


■ Over 100 buses and coaches expected, old 
and new, plus around 800 cars, commercial 
vehicles, tractors and motorbikes 

■ Free rides around the showground every five 
minutes in around forty buses and coaches 

■ Reunion Tea Room ■ Guest speakers 

■ Sales-stands and displays ■ Slide shows. 



For full details visit 
https://southeastbusfestival.wixsite.com/sebf 
www.facebook.com/southeastbusfestival 



For full details and entry forms contact Dennis Vickers 


SCENERY, STEAM, BUSES & FUN 


14 th peak park 

PRESERVED BUS GATHERING 

Sunday 16th June 2019 


Large display on both sides of the track | Judging of fully restored buses 
Frequent preserved bus services in the National Park 
including Bakewell and Matlock | Sales stalls and refreshments 
Steam train rides connecting with preserved buses at all stations 


www.peakparkrally.wordpress.com 

14 Whitting Mews, Holland Road, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, S41 9HF 


March 2019 
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MUSEUMS 


SUNDAY 7 APRIL 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust Open Sunday. The garage will be 
open to visitors from 11.00 until 16.00. Admission: Adults £5.00, Child/ 
OAP £3.00, Family £12.00. Details: Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust, 76 
Fordneuk Street, Glasgow, G40 3AH. E-mail: info@gvvt.org. Website: 
www.gvvt.org. 


TUESDAY 9 APRIL 

Hook Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Ravenscroft Community 
Centre, Hook, Hants. RG27 9NN. Doors open 18.30. Refreshments 
and free off road car parking. Admission £1. Details: 01380 725322, 
07958 101891 orclementsfairs@aol.com 


SATURDAY 13 APRIL 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne, Lines, 
PE 10 9LE. Open 12.00-16.00. Contact: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 

Enfield Transport Bazaar, St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side and Windmill 
Hill in the heart of Enfield Town, just two minutes’ walk from Enfield 
Chase Station (Great Northern Hertford North line) or ten minutes 
from Enfield Town Station (London Overground). All buses serving 
Enfield Town stop within five minutes’ walk. Features up to forty stalls 
selling all kinds of transport books, photo’s, DVD’s, maps, timetables, 
tickets and other memorabilia. Light refreshments available. Open 
11.00-14.30. Admission £3, acc. children free. Further details please 
send SSAE to: NLETE, 8, The Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 5AD or 
e-mail: nleevents@outlook.com 

Henfield Toyfair. Village Hall, High Street, Henfield, West Sussex 
BN5 9DB. 10.00 - 13.00. Admission £2/Concessions £1.50. Details: 
David 07742 609865 or e-mail: modelcarmart@gmail.com 


SATURDAY 13 - SUNDAY 14 APRIL 

Seventh Annual Wellingborough Bus Rally at Wellingborough 
Museum, Castle Way, Wellingborough NN8 IXB. Bus rides, sales stalls, 
memorabilia exhibition, barbeque and refreshments. Free entry, 1000 
to 1600 both days. Full details, vehicle entry forms and stall bookings 
to Steve Loveridge, 794 Preservation Group, 75 Bakers Crescent, 
Irchester NN29 7BA. 


SUNDAY 14 APRIL 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30 - 
16.00, shop and cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, 
Greasbrough Road (The Trades) hourly from 10.45 - 14.45. Admission 
£5, Concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Further details from: 
07828 068484, e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk or see website: www.sytm.co.uk 

Swansea Bus Museum Land Rover Safari. Unit 2, Viking Way, 

Winch Wen Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. Tel: 01792 
732832. www.swanseabusmuseum.com e-mail: secretary@sbm.wales 


SATURDAY 20 - SUNDAY 21 APRIL 

East Anglia Transport Museum Easter Family Treasure 
Trail. (12.00 - 16.30 both days). First event of the year is an Easter 
celebration with fun for all the family, with a free treasure hunt ending 
in prizes for all the children who take part. Our tram and trolleybus 
fleet will be running all day, along with our narrow gauge railway 
and all the static exhibits. Our free park and ride service operates 
on both days. East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton 
Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL. Telephone (01502) 518459, 
e-mail: admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk or visit website: www. 
eatransportmuseum.co.uk for full details. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

call: 024 76616930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



Aldridge Transport Museum 2019 



Winter Running Day & 

BUSES BY NIGHT 

Saturday 16 th February 

14:00 TO 20:00 (No Morning Admission) 


MODELS IN THE MUSEUM 

Sunday 24 th March 


10:00 TO 16:00 


ING RUNNING DAY 

Sunday 28 th April 


10:00 TO 16:00 


Free Buses from Walsall on Event Days (only) 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
(14:20 to 20:20 for February Event). We intend to run to timetable, but 
no departures or connections can be guaranteed - check for late news. 


Event Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 
_ Make a Note - 14 th July - Annual Open Day 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:30 to 16:00 
Normal Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 
Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
www.amrtm.org 01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 




[North West Museum of Road Transport, St. Helens| 


Bus connections to 
Rainhill Model 
Railway Exhibition 
and Lea Green station 


Xj (Micas©!® 

Mu Road Transport 


Event programme with times available on the day 
Normal admission charge to the Museum 
Information: email clive@nwmort.co.uk 
Visiting buses by arrangement 

Buses and services subject to availability 

Hall Street, St. Helens, WA10 1DU 
Tel: 01744 451681 
www.nwmort.co.uk 
Close to St. Helens Central railway and 
bus stations. Free car parking nearby. 


With support from 


HATTON’S 


linknetwork 


SPRING RUNNING DAY 

Sunday 3 March 2019 10am to 4pm 

Free heritage bus 
aroiyi£l St. Helens 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 





Leytand National* Part 3 

1991 
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NEW RELEASES NOW IN STOCK:- OUR NEW RANGE BUSES AT WORK COVERING SPECIFIC VEHICLE TYPES, STARTING WITH THE LEYLAND 

NATIONAL. NEW TITLES ARRIVING FREQUENTLY 
BUSFLIX 178 


BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


i (1C 
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PUBLICATIONS 

TITLE 

Northern General Group 1950—1986 
Focusing on the Bristol VR 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 1 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 2 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 


Book 

Download 

£9.75 

£6.50 

£9.75 

£6.50 

£6.00 

£3.50 

£6.00 

£3.50 

£9.00 

£6.00 



LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996—2005 £10.00 

LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 £10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part 2 2001/2 £10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Part 1 1996—2000 £10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 £10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 £10.00 


WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON CONVERTING OUR 
FILMS TO BE AVAILABLE AS DOWNLOADS. ALL THE 
BUSES AT WORK SERIES HAVE BEEN DONE. THE 
BUSFLIX RANGE HAS BEEN STARTED AND WILL 
CONTINUE AS TIME PERMITS. 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Tuesday—Fri evenings 1900—2100) 01709 769507 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 
D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 
(Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all over the UK 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZEN4TH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 












































subscriptions 



Special Offer 

receive 
2 FREE 
issues! 


■ 


12 issues for the 
price of 10 when 
you subscribe 


Get a year’s 
subscription 

for only 


saw®. 


£9.50 


for the price 


lg 'ES 


tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk H 


a 

H 

SALFORDP02 |l 


.. 


Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 


Offer ends 10.03.19 - only open to new subscribers in the UK 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues - UK £47.50 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2110 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 


INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^S^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT \i/ De b ■ 1 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 

2 

7 

0 

4 

9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.03.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—-*$-■ 






The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebTt 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 







































































































































Presbus NEWS 


Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 
E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


STAINES Saturday 9 February Annual Transport Fair’ Fair 

DEWSBURY Sunday 10 March Bus Museum Open Day 

MANCHESTER Saturday/Sunday 23/24 March Museum of Transport Spring Spectacular 

DETLING Saturday 6 April South East Bus Festival 

WEYBRIDGE Sunday 7 April LBM Spring Bus and Coach Gathering 

LINCOLN Sunday 21 April LVVS Transport Festival 

WYTHALL Monday 22 April Bristol Gathering 




O carc * s acce P te ^ on our w 'de range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


•O 

P U B L 
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VISA 


Tel: 024 7661 6930 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



we buy 

in mint condition 


prices! 


the 


at 
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Call: 024 76616930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

xa/ww nresbuspublishing.com 





























Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 

We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


VISA 


i i 

El© 

XSS9 SOLO 


MasterCard 


^DELTA 

LjJ 


Maestro 


VISA 


Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



Guy Motors 


PRESTON: BUSES 
BEFORE AND AFTER 
DEREGULATION 


SOUTH EASTERN ENGLAND BUSES 
IN THE 1990 } 

DAVID MOTH 


LONDON 

TROLLEYBUS DEPOTS 

PART TWO 


Hugh Taylor 


LEYLAND 

NATIONAL 


SOUTH WEST 
ENGLAND BUSES 


BEXLEY BUSES 


District 


Guy Motors Buses 
and Coaches 

K Warrington | Crowood 
208 pages | hardback 

£28.00 


South Eastern 
England Buses 
in the 1990s 

David Moth | 
Amberley Publishing 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Preston Buses 
Before and After 
Deregulation 

M Rhodes | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


London Trolleybus 
Depots Part Two 

H Taylor | Adam Gordon 
176 pages \ hardback 

£39.00 


Lowland Scottish 
Buses 
David Devoy | 
Amberley Publishing | 
96 pages | softback 
£14.99 


LOWLAND 

SCOTTISH 

BUSES 


The Leyland 
National 

P Horrex/R Appleton | 
Amberley Publishing | 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Stephensons of Essex 

G A1#7/s | MW Publications 
84 pages | softback 

£16.95 


South West 
England Buses 
1990 to 2005 

David Moth | 
Amberley Publishing 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Bexley Buses 
V Smith | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Britain’s Lost 
Trolleybus Systems 

R Box | Trolleybooks 
188 pages | hardback 

£28.00 


150 Years of the 
District 

Capital Transport 
80 pages | softback 

£12.50 


The Buses of 

Arran. Argyll and cnvirotu 


IRISH BUSES 


The Buses of Argyll, 
Arran and environs 

J Sinclair | Stenlake 
56 pages | softback 

£10.95 


Irish Buses 2012-17 

P Savage | Colourpoint 
120 pages | softback 

£12.99 


. 

London’s Sixties 

— — K 

Buses 

.—■ dfen 

M Webber | Capital 


96 pages | softback 


£14.95 


www.presbuspublishing.com 




























































ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 


Around 

Bournemouth by 


BET BUSES 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


o 


X 


1 BARGAINS 

We have limited stocks, order now 
^ to avoid disappointment. 


.1 



TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 12.00 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 

Around Bournemouth by Trolleybus 

Adam Gordon 

£47.00 

£ 27.00 

Around London by Trolleybus Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£32.00 

£ 20.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 

Birth of the RT 

Capital 

£14.95 

£ 8.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£ 5.00 

British Buses 1967 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£ 14.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£ 2.00 

Cardiff Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£ 30.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£ 3.00 

Coachwork by Bristol Tramways 

Millstream 

£20.00 

£ 12.00 

Colours of Greater Manchester 

Capital 

£22.50 

£ 13.00 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital 

£19.95 

£ 12.00 

Delaine 125 years service 

Venture 

£18.00 

£ 10.00 

Devon General as it was 

Adam Gordon 

£15.00 

£ 12.00 

Early Tramways in Yorkshire 

Fonthill 

£16.99 

£ 9.00 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£40.00 

£ 24.00 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£ 10.00 

Kindston-upon-Hull Tramways 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£ 30.00 

Lodekka Alternatives 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 14.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£ 12.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

Capital 

£30.00 

£ 18.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 14.00 

London Trolleybus Depots Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£38.50 

£ 22.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£ 10.00 

North London Trams 

Capital 

£19.95 

£ 12.00 

Pontypridd Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£40.00 

£ 24.00 

Potteries Motor Traction a Retrospective 

Venture 

£25.00 

£ 14.00 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

Pen & Sword 

£2.00 

£ 12.00 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Bury 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW England Venture 

£18.95 

£ 12.00 

Super Prestige: Lytham St Annes 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Oldham 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Venture 

£20.00 

£ 12.00 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 

Venture 

£15.95 

£ 9.00 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Venture 

£15.95 

£ 9.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£ 4.00 

Volvo Ailsa 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 


Order now for UK delivery 

Call us on: 024 7661 6930 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/debit cards / " II A A A I A QO C\ v - yw ‘ 1 ' # 

and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: V _^3-1 I US OH. UZ.1 /OOl O / O U PUBLISHING 

Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green , , 

industrial Estate, Coventry, cv 2 2 np e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspubhshing.com 



















BUSES YEARBOOK 2019 
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Buses Yearbook is an annual 
publication from the team behind 
Buses Magazine. Long established, it 
has become one of the most anticipated 
releases in the enthusiast calendar. 
Edited by highly-respected author, 
Stewart J Brown, this 2019 edition 
includes a tried and tested mix of 
articles and photo-features, covering a 
wide range of road transport subjects. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 


DELAINE BUSES 

The story of one of Britain’s few surviving family-owned 
local bus service operators from the pre-deregulation era. 

LONDON’S COLOURFUL BUSES 

There was a revolution in London in the late 1980s, 
when a new tendering regime saw multi-coloured buses 
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